
S U N S T O N E

Helen Whitney’s reflection in this issue on
her experiences in creating the documen-
tary The Mormons, the reflections on the
film from Sarah Barringer Gordon, Mathew
Schmalz and his students at the College of
the Holy Cross, and the essay by Les
Gripkey on his spiritual journey “among”
Mormons but not as Church member, call
for the celebration of friends who through
their willingness to explore our hearts and
minds serve Latter-day Saints as mirrors
and thoughtful conversation partners.
Thinking about them brings to mind the
April 1928 General Conference address by
Apostle Orson F. Whitney, from which the
following is excerpted.

W HAT CAN COMPARE with
[the mighty work in which
we are taking part]? Is there

anything half so wonderful? 
Yes, there is something almost as

wonderful—and that is, that the wise
men of this world do not see in it anything worthy of their spe-
cial care or attention. “Mormonism,” to its devotees, is the
most glorious thing in existence—the sublimest poem that
was ever written, the profoundest system of philosophy that
the world has ever known. But the “wise” and “prudent” pass it
by as a thing of naught, or stand at a distance, sneering at it
and pelting it with. unsavory epithets. Why is it? 

Why couldn’t Abraham Lincoln, that good and great man,
see in “Mormonism” what we see in it, and what it really is—
the Everlasting Gospel? He and Joseph Smith lived almost
within a stone’s throw of each other in Illinois. Why did not
the future president recognize in the prophet of God what the
Latter-day Saints recognize in him—the most remarkable
human being that has walked this earth in two thousand
years? Why couldn’t Lincoln see it? . . .

Horace Greeley, another great character, the founder and
editor of the New York Tribune, a man whose utterances were
more potent in his day than those of the president of the
United States—he came out to Utah . . . on his way to
California [and] tarried certain days in Salt Lake City. He had

repeated interviews with President
Brigham Young, and in a book after-
wards written and published he paid
high compliment to the pioneers and
early settlers of these mountain soli-
tudes. He didn’t believe the
“Mormons” were robbers and mur-
derers, as he had been told, and he
spoke of them as honest and indus-
trious people. But that was all.
Brigham Young’s views on marriage
and slavery interested the great editor,
but the “Mormon” religion in its sub-
limest phases was a sealed book to
him. Why? 

Well, doubtless there were good rea-
sons for it; and I will venture to ad-
vance one. Perhaps the Lord needs
such men on the outside of his Church,
to help it along. They are among its
auxiliaries, and can do more good for
the cause where the Lord has placed
them, than anywhere else. And the

same is true of the priesthood and its auxiliaries inside the
Church. Hence, some are drawn into the fold and receive a tes-
timony of the Truth; while others remain unconverted. . . the
beauties and glories of the gospel being veiled temporarily
from their view, for a wise purpose. . . .

God is using more than one people for the accomplishment
of his great and marvelous work. The Latter-day Saints cannot
do it all. It is too vast, too arduous, for any one people. Our
part in it is the greatest. We have the gospel and the priesthood,
with a mission to gather Israel, build the New Jerusalem, and
prepare the way for the advent of the King of kings. And this
duty has been laid upon us because we belong to the house of
Israel. It is the God of Israel who is coming to reign and we are
the right people to prepare the way before him. . . . 

Again I say, the Lord’s Work has need of auxiliaries outside
as well as inside, to help it along. Because of their worldly in-
fluence—which would depart if they connected themselves
with the Church—many are kept where they are, where the
Lord has placed them, and can best use them for the good of
all. 
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