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ZCMI SOLD TO MAY COMPANY 
THE STORE Brigham Young founded to fight capitalism 
and to keep the Saints from patronizing gentile merchants 
has been sold to a national, non-Mormon, competitive 
business. Last October, ZcMI announced that it had agreed 
to be purchased by the St. Louis, Missouri-based May 
Department Stores. In his attempts to get the Saints to be 
materially communal, Brigham Young founded Zion's 
Cooperative Mercantile Institution in 1868 to provide 
early Utah Saints with imported merchandise. Until the 
October sale, the LDS church had maintained a 5 1.7 per- 
cent stock ownership. According to the Salt Lake Tribune, 
ZCMI had lost fourteen million dollars over the last eigh- 
teen months, and the sale's announcement surprised few. 

In Salt Lake City, reaction to the sale of the nation's 
"oldest department store" was a mix of nostalgia and resig- 
nation to business realities. zCMI has been such a city fix- 
ture that many older city residents felt a keen sense of loss, 
and countless baby boomers lamented, "My grandmother 
used to take me to ZCMI." The Tribune, founded in the 
nineteenth century as a "gentile" newspaper at polar odds 
with the Church's cooperative merchandising efforts, edi- 
torialized that, "In the hearts of many Utahns. . . . [ZCMI] is 
a touchstone of memories linked to the passages of life. 
Downtown Salt Lake City without ZCMI, a pioneer institu- 
tion nearly as old as the city itself, is unimaginable." 
Perhaps for that reason, the store's clientele had aged, and 
it had been unsuccessful in attracting younger shoppers. 

ZCMI shareholders will receive equal stock value in 
shares of the May Department Stores Company At the 
time of the sale, ZCMI operated fourteen stores and em- 
ployed 4,500. The two corporations reportedly agreed that ZcMI's 
main, downtown-Salt Lake City location will forever remain closed 
on Sundays but that other locations may be run however the May 
company wishes. Eventually, the store chain's name will be changed 
to one of the chains the May Company currently runs. 

ELDER MORRISON 
ADDRESSES 

GATHERING ON 
SEXUAL 

ORIENTATION 
ELDER ALEXANDER B. 
Morrison, a member of the 
Seventy and recently released 
president of the Church's Utah 
North Area, told a Salt Lake City 
audience that people every- 

Dlsiussing hotnosexuul~ty, where should "work harder to 
Elder Morrison counseled to dispel distorted images of 

condemn the sin, not the sinner others," including homosexuals. 
Elder Momson was the LDS 

discussant on a panel of religious leaders having "An Interfaith 
Conversation about Sexual Orientation" at the recent general as- 
sembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association in Salt Lake City 

;cnn, a Salt Lake City "touchstone of memories" dating 
from the Pioneer era, ceased business forever in January 2000. 

According to the Deseret News, Elder Morrison stated the Church's 
opposition to same-sex mamage and its position that homosexual re- 
lations are sinful and can result in Church discipline and its. He also 
said that it was important to condemn the sin, not the sinner. 

Three other religous leaders were on the panel. Bishop George 
Niederauer of Salt Lake City's Catholic diocese called for "more light 
and less heat" on the issue. The kght Reverend Carolyn Tanner ~ri ih,  
bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah, said that she dislikes the 
"family values" rhetoric prominent in current debates. "The Bible is 
not a volume that elevates family values," she said, noting that Jesus 
was not "happy-clappy" about families. The Rev. John Buehrens, 
president of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations, 
noted the Unitarians' leading role in ordaining gays and lesbians and 
promoting same-sex unions. He exhorted believers to focus on the 
integrity of relationships rather than to worry about sexual acts. 

CHANGES MADE TO 
RECOMMEND INTERVIEW 

THE LDS church has changed the wording of one of its temple rec- 
ommend questions, according to the Salt Lake Tribune. Bishops and 
stake presidents now ask all members, not just divorced members, if 
they are current in their financial obligations to children or former 
spouses. 

The Church released a prepared statement about the change, 
saying that "as we see increasing strains on families everywhere, 
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church leaders have felt it necessary to place additional emphasis on 
meeting all family responsibilities and obligations." 

In a recent letter to all priesthood leaders, the First Presidency in- 
structed that question twelve (out of fourteen) will now read: "Do 
you have financial obligations to a former spouse or children? If yes, 
are you current in meeting those obligations?" 

The question previously read: "Have you been divorced or are you 
now separated under order of a civil court? If yes, a) are you current 
in meeting financial and other obligations? b) Were there any circum- 
stances of transgression in connection with your divorce or seDara- 
tion that have-not been resolved with your bishop or bAnch 
president!" 

TEMPLE RECOMMEND OFFERED 
FOR SALE ON EBAY 

A DISGRUNTLED Mormon put his valid temple recommend up for 
auction on the Internet recently, but the online auction site eBay re- 
moved it after only a few hours. 

According to news reports, the seller, identified only by the screen 
name "ldsguy," listed the recommend for sale on eBay for a minimum 
bid of $1 and then announced the sale on the internet newsgroup 
alt.religion.mormon. Word of the sale quickly spread, some Church 
members e-mailed eBay asking that the recommend be removed 
from the site. Initially, eBay responded with its automatic reply that 
said the complaint could take five to seven days to investigate. 

Other members took a different approach and started to bid on 
the recommend to keep it from falling into hands of those who disre- 
spect Latter-day Saint beliefs. The first bid came from Rich Dufresne 
of the Montpelier Vermont Stake. He soon received nasty e-mails 
from other Mormons who didn't know of his good intentions. After 
the bid had risen to $51, another member, using the screen name 
"goodmormon," raised the bid to $10,100, intending to set the price 
unreachably high for any would-be buyer. 

Todd E. Zenger, a lawyer with the Kirton & McConkie law firm 
representing the LDS church, confirmed that he had sent an e-mail to 
eBay about the recommend. Neither he nor Church spokesperson 
Michael Otterson would discuss the communication, but it appar- 
ently informed eBay that the temple recommend didn't actually be- 
long to the seller. All current temple recommends contain language 
stating they are property of the LDS church. 

Five and a half hours after it had been posted, eBay removed the 
recommend, saylng that the seller had posted inaccurate contact in- 
formation and thus had violated eBay's terms of service. 

Some criticized eBay for not investigating the item and seller be- 
fore listing it on the internet. But, given the thousand of items posted 
each day, eBay says it has no plans to revise its policy. 

Contacted by the Mormon-News e-mail list, the would-be seller 
said that he is a member in good standing but has recently become 
disgruntled with the Church. His goal in selling the recommend was 
to protest the secrecy of LDS temple rites. "I despise secrets, and the 
Church has gone to great lengths to keep secrets from its own mem- 
bers as well as the general public," he said. 

Michael Otterson said of the incident, "It is disappointing and sad 
to see anything of a sacred nature treated in such a casual way" 

Y'S KENNEDY CENTER GIVEN NGO 
STATUS, HOSTS U. N. CONFERENCE 

IN MAY 1999, BW's David M. Kennedy Center for International 
Studies was awarded the status of non-governmental organization by 

the United Nations. The NGO status allows the center to designate of- 
ficial representatives to UN meetings and conferences. With regular 
presence at UN conferences, the university will be in a position to 
lobby and educate international delegates about Church positions on 
the family Richard Wilkins of BYUS law school said, "Formal accredi- 
tation and NGO status with the United Nations means that there is a 
more permanent voice on international family policy issues. Now 
that we have been granted full access, the real work begins." 

A BYU press release stated that "NGO Family Voice," a group 
Wilkins founded in 1996, will work in three ways to affect the inter- 
national community. The group will encourage the UN to comply 
with existing resolutions, it will conduct family research, and it will 
outreach with various governmental and non-governmental groups. 

Frank and Catherine Reese, founders of the Temple Riders Association, 
pose with a "hog" infront of the Swiss Temple. 

HOGS ON HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 
THEY WEAR black leather, ride mean-loolung motorcycles, and 
cruise together as an organized group. But don't confuse these bikers 
with Helk Angels. They're the Temple Riders-mostly Mormon, 
mostly over-sixty, and as likely to be found in a high priests group 
meeting as tearing up the pavement on their souped-up hogs. 

According to the Associated Press, Temple Riders was founded in 
1987 by Frank and Catherine Reese. Based in Utah, the group at- 
tracts nearly one hundred riders to its biggest meetings, mostly LDS 
couples seeking a blend of fellowship, clean living, and Harleys. The 
group doesn't allow drinking or smoking and doesn't ride on 
Sundays. "This group is very clean, very well groomed," said Ted 
Gregory, a sixty-two-year-old group member. "They just stand out; 
they've got that glow about them." 

While the group welcomes non-Mormons, all riders must abide 
by group standards. And not surprisingly, Mormonism affects the 
choice of destinations for group rides: about half the excursions in- 
clude visiting an LDS temple. bders often cany copies of the Book of 
Mormon in their saddlebags, sometimes competing to see how many 
copies they can hand out at motorcycle rallies. 
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ANTI-ENVIRONMENTALISM, CHURCH 
LINKED IN SOUTHERN UTAH 

THE HOME of two environmental activists in Escalante, Utah, was 
vandalized amid continued controversy over the recent designation 
of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument. Commenting 
on the vandalism, local LDS Bishop Wade Barney told the Salt Lake 
Tribune that victims/activists Tori Woodard and Patrick Diehl were 
"lucky." 

The vandalism, which apparently occurred during the town's 
1999 Pioneer Day parade, included broken windows, paintballs on 
exterior walls, beer bottles thrown inside, and cut phone lines. Police 
say that someone forced the door of the home; fingerprints and a 
blood sample found on the scene are being examined. 

The vandalism occurred soon after Bishop Barney stated publicly 
that environmentalists were "exclusionists" and that a recent demon- 
stration in Escalante was the beginning of a war against environmen- 
talists. After the vandalism, Barney said, "Our people have lived here 
for more than one hundred years. Now you want to come in and 
make it so we can't enjoy it. At the rally, I said this was a religious 
war-Christians against the exclusionists. I asked our people to stand 
up and defend our county commissioners and our rights." Residents 
object to the closing of roads and limiting of off-road vehicle access 
within the new monument. 

Barney doubts that anti-environmentalists were responsible for 
the vandalism: "I wouldn't be surprised if they [Woodard and Diehl] 
did this themselves-that's the kind of people they are." 

"We had this demonstration with the Bureau of Land 
Management, and [Woodard and Diehl] showed up to protest it," 
Barney continued. "Come on, now, they asked for it. They're lucky 
they're still in as good shape as they are. Anyplace else, [Diehl] 
wouldn't have fared as well." 

Woodard called on the Church to take action. "The church should 
take a stand on the vandalism and encourage the bishop not to say 
stuff like that," she said. "There are eleven hundred people here, and 
only 175 are non-LDS. What he says has a big influence here." 

BYU ATHLETES HELD TO HONOR CODE 
BYU FOOTBALL players and fans have the impression that the uni- 
versity is getting stricter with Honor Code-violating athletes. But 
university president Menill Bateman and athletic program adminis- 
trators say they are following the same policies that have been in 
place for years. 

According to an article in the Salt Lake Tribune, many football 
players believe the stricter Honor Code enforcement started with the 
arrival of Bateman, who succeeded BYU President Rex Lee in 1996. 
Former BYU player John Tait told the Tribune that Bateman once 
called him into his office to reprimand the football player for publicly 
questioning the Honor Code after the university suspended two 
players before the Liberty Bowl. "He flat-out told us-and I think he 
called it a mess, or that he saw some prob lewtha t  'I've taken it 
upon myself to change things,"' Tait said. 

Vice President Alton Wade said that there is a "possibility that in 
the past, because of the nature of their role in the athletic department 
at the university, [football players] might not have been treated ex- 
actly the same as any other student or not held to the same standard." 
But Wade and Bateman both say that now "we are treating every stu- 
dent on campus exactly the same." 
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LIMIT TO FREEDOM? NOT A PROBLEM, 
SAY BYU FACULTY 

IN A survey of 876 Brigham Young University professors, 88 percent 
said they experience greater academic freedom-at the ~hurchIowned 
school than they have experienced at other universities, reported the 
Salt Lake Tribune. Additionally, less than one third of the faculty said 
they should have unrestricted freedom to explore issues that question 
or challenge Church doctrine. Only 15 of the inte&ewees 
favor the unlimited right to pursue knowledge that might weaken the 
Church's support of the school. The survey was conducted as part of 
a Baylor University "Faith and Learning Project," which also looked 
at similar attitudes at Notre Dame, Baylor, Boston College, and other 
religous universities. The results of the BYU portion of the survey 
were published in the November 1999 BYU Studies. 

In contrast, 70 percent of Baylor faculty and 75 percent of Notre 

Dame faculty think they should be free to pursue knowledge that 
questions tenets of faith. Keith Wilson, a BYU religous studies pro- 
fessor, told the Tribune, "It probably indicates how much stronger the 
framework is here for faith-based learning. . . . [Wlhen we have an 
issue that strains at the very roots of these two ways of learning, we 
will defer to the faith system as a higher priority." 

Neither the BYU administration nor the campus chapter of the 
American Association of University Professors were involved with the 
study But in light of BW'S 1998 censure by the national AAUP for the 
university's limiting academic freedom, some critics of the AAUP ac- 
tion feel the survey's' findings confirm the BYU administration's posi- 
tion that actual limiting of faculty is so small there isn't a problem. 
Wilson told the Tribune that the recent survey also disproves the 
AAUP's assertions that the campus atmosphere is "distressingly poor." 
Based on the survey, Wilson said only 5 to 10 percent of university 
faculty feel that way. 
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Mormon Films in Campy Festival. 
"The Sex and Religon Film Feshval" at the 
Mmna Street Gallery in San Francisco in- 
cluded a treat for Mormon film connols- 
seurs. a program of rare Mormon shorts 
promoting chastity According to the San 
Franmco Chron~cle, the program, "The 
Mormon Church Explains It All to You," 
contained classics such as "Man's Search for 
Meaning," produced for the 1964 World's 
Fair. The festival's curator, Dennls Nyback, is 
quoted as saylng that the Mormon films are 

LA LVrlJlrrrl J ~ I O ~ V  
surpnsingly well made The festival, which 

lows Massacre took place m early July, included stag films and 

ed two Pioneer women~orced to ''teen trauma educahonals" along w t h  the 

weforforty years wth  the shorts. 
trawdy 's results 

Church Sends Aid to Mexico. "We're re- 

who says her store has edited about 
- 

seven 
thousand co~ ies  of Titanic and one thou- 
sand other videos, has no plans to stop. "We 
are filling a need in the community," she 
said. 

commis- - -. 
Festival at UCLA, deals w t h  the aftermath of tl 
Mountain Meadows Massacre. Julie Jensen's 
sloned by the natlonal theater-support group ASK, and iollowng 
as  Southern California performance, the play has had a sut-week 
run at the Salt Lake Acting Company. Two Headed uses memories 
of the 1857 massacre to understand two grls growng up Mormon 
m the 1880s. 

Video Store Continues Editing Ways. - 
Utah, vldeo store that made news last year by ottenng to edit cus- 

The Ameri - can Fork, 

1 tomers' copies of T ~ t a n ~ c  appears to be wnnlng iu battle w t h  dime.. 

sponding to another one of Mother Nature's cat- 
astrophes." said Presiding Bishop H. David Burton following 
flooding in Mexico in October 1999. "We're pleased to be in a po- 
sition to respond to this need. . . ." Torrential rains flooded the 
states of Puebla, Tabasco, Villahermosa, and Oaxaca in central and 
eastern parts of the country, the Deseret News reported. The 
Church sent thousands of boxes of soap, hygene kits, and quilts to 
aid the needy, plus some 7,250 boxes of food, each box sufficient 
for five people for one week. Said Church spokesman Michael 
Purdy, "(Church) Humanitarian Services are able to turn on a 
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The Tribune also reported on a recent survey of about 220 Bw fac- 
ulty conducted by undergraduate student Paul M. Rose. Rose's survey 
was published in the spring 1999 Dialogue. Rose, now in graduate 
school in New York, said the AAUP accurately reported on academic 
freedom violations at BYU but exaggerated the pervasiveness of it. 
"BYU'S response was basically an attempt to ignore problems that, 
while not widespread, clearly existed." 

PLANS UNVEILED FOR 
CONFERENCE CENTER ORGAN 

WITH THE construction of replacement hall for the Tabernacle 
nearing completion, the Church has released drawings and designs 
for the Conference Center's grand organ. The San Franciscc-based 
Schoenstein and Co. will build the new organ. 

The organ will have just two-thirds as many pipes as the 
Tabernacle organ, but it will have a bass range four notes lower. And 
high-tech features such as digital playback allow organists to listen to 
their performances while sitting in the auditorium. The organ will 
also produce sounds such as chimes, bells, and harps. Noting the 
challenges created by the center's vastness and unique acoustics, 
Schoenstein company president Jack M. Bethards told the Deseret 
News that "nothing quite like [this] has ever been attempted before." 

In business since 1877, Schoenstein and Co. knows the Church's 
organ needs. It had been contracted to removed the old Austin organ 
from the Tabernacle and install an Aeolian-Skinner organ. Then in the 
19805, the company did restoration work on the organ. Now, all one 
hundred company employees will be assigned to the Conference 
Center organ project. "A job like this comes to an organ builder just 
once in a lifetime," Bethards told the News. 7 ' s  not only the size of the 
instrument, but the versatility required for the wide-ranging musical 
demands it will be expected to meet." 

Since the organ must be installed after the Conference Center's 
construction is completed, the instrument is expected to debut at the 
October 2000 general conference. 

FAMILY HISTORY WEB SITE RECORDS 
1.5 BILLION HITS IN SIX MONTHS 

EXCEEDING THE wildest dreams of its designers and creators, 
<www.familysearch.org>, the Church's new genealogcal Web site, 
has become one of the most visited places in cyberspace. When 
FamilySearch first went online in May 1999, designers had predicted 
the site would receive one million visits, or "hits," per day, according 
to the Salt Lake Tribune. Instead, the site received an amazing 120 
million hits in its first five days alone and lately has been averagng 
7.5 to 10 million hits each day 

In November, the site was expanded by almost 40 percent; that is, 
the records of an additional 240 million people were added to 
FamilySearch's archives. Even before this addition, the site was easily 
the Internet's most comprehensive genealogcal resource. Further ex- 
pansion of the site is planned. By 2000, the Church's complete 
International Genealogical Index should be accessible through 
FamilySearch. This index includes 320 million names. 

Paul Nauta, spokesperson for the site, told the Tribune he believes 
FamilySearch to quite possibly be the most-visited Internet site in ex- 
istence. The Tribune noted that such a statistical ranking is impossible 
to accurately determine, but in any case, FamilySearch has few rivals. 

Elder D. Todd Christofferson, executive director of the Churchk 
Family History Department, told the newspaper, "President Gordon 
B. Hinckley indicated the launch of the site . . . was just the begn- 

Thc Cor7fercnic Center-\, uniquc, high-tech organ is expected to make its 
public debut during the October 2000 General Conference. 

ning. . . . [W]e are making good on that promise." 
There is plenty of room to grow: Church records contain ge- 

nealogical information on more than two billion persons. 

M O R M O N  M E D I A  I M A G E  

ARE MORMONS CHRISTIAN? 
QUESTION ARISES IN DALLAS 

AN ARTICLE in the Dallas Morning News takes up the century-old 
debate over whether Mormons are Christians. The 10 July 1999 ar- 
ticle reports that Kyle Oehring, an eight-year-old son of LDs members 
Klause and Vickie Oehring, was denied admission to Scofield 
Christian School in a Dallas suburb because of "fundamental doc- 
trinal differences" between Mormons and Christians. Rev. Phil 
Humphries, executive pastor of the Scofield Memorial Church, said, 
"When you compare the doctrinal beliefs of Mormonism and conser- 
vative Christianity, they're very different." 

The article extensively quotes BYU religion professor Robert L. 
Millet on various Mormon doctrines that differ from traditional 
Christianity, including the belief that God the Father was once a 
mortal man and that Jesus and Lucifer are spirit brothers. The News 
also quotes Mormon sociologst Armand Mauss on the controversy. 
"One of the main problems between Mormons and Christian evan- 
gelicals is they compete for, let's say, the same market niche," Mauss 
said. "So it's understandable that animosity should exist, and it's 
ironic, too, because apart from theology, they have virtually identical 
social values." 

MAGAZINE QUESTIONS BOOK OF 
MORMON ARCHEAOLOGY 

An article in the spring 1999 issue of DoubleTake magazine, published 
by the Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University, reviews 
attempts to find archeaological evidence for the Book of Mormon. 
"This Is Not the Place" by Hampton Sides includes a visit to the FARMS 
offices at BW, where a photographer gives a presentation on Mayan 
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ruins "that one of the more serious FARMS researchers would later de- 
scribe as 'the height of naivete,' " and a trip to southern Mexico with 

S  U N  qfll/, S  P 0 T  S  
three enthusiastic young Mormon financial consultants in search of 

M 
the site of the last, bloody Book of Mormon battle. 

The article discusses the loss of faith of Thomas Ferguson, the 
founder of the New World Archaeological Foundation and an early 
proponent of proving the Book of Mormon through archaeology. It 
also quotes Yale University archaeolopst Michael D. Coe saying that 
there's not "a whit of evidence that the Neuhites ever existed. The 
whole enterprise is complete rot, root and branch. It's so racist it 
hurts. It fits right into the nineteenth-century American idea that only 
a white man-could have built cities and- temples, that American 
Indians didn't have the brains or the wherewithal to create their own 
civilizations." 

Information about DoubleTake is available at <www.double- 

1 S U N S T O N E  C A L E N D A R  I 

Brookie and D. K. Brown Fiction Contest. Winners of the 
annual Sunstone contest receive cash prizes up to $500 and are 
published in SUNSTONE. Stories are welcome in two categories: 
short story (6,000 words) and short-short story (under 1,000 
words). Deadline: 30 Tune 2000. For details and mles, contact 
Sunstone, 343 N. Third West, Salt Lake City, UT 84103 (801/355- 
5926; fax 8011355-4043; <SunstoneUT@aol.com>). 

Symposium West. The conference will be 28-29 April at the 
Los Angeles Airport Hilton, 5711 W Century Blvd., Los Angeles 
(for room reservations, call 8001445-8667). For conference de- 
tails, contact Donnae Tidwell (3101453-8078 <donnae@rocket 
mail.com>), Todd Compton <ba748@lafn.org>, or visit 
<www.geocities.com/Athens/Oracld7207lsunstonewest.html>. 

2000 Suns tone  Symposium.Proposals are now being ac- 
cepted for the summer conference, which will be 2-5 August at 
the Salt Lake Mamott Hotel (for hotel reservations, call 800/228- 
9290). Proposals for sessions are now being accepted. To be 
mailed an advance copy of the program, contact Sunstone, 343 N. 
Third West, Salt Lake City, UT84103 (801/355-5926; fax 
80 11355-4043; <SunstoneUT@aol.com>). 

Pacific Northwest Suns tone  Symposium. The gathering 
will be held on 28 October, Saturday, at Molly Bennion's home in 
Seattle. Contact the Sunstone office to be put on the mailing list. 
Send session proposals and Seattle, WA 981 12 (206/325-6868; 
fax 2061325-4954; <bennion@seanet.com>). 

FOR THE WASHING 
OF YOUR BODIES ONLY 

"The Church Grows in Strength," a September 1999 Ensign story, 
documents the 1898-1951 years and includes this photo (page 44) 
captioned, "Bishops' storehouses were especially helpful in providing 
food and other goods for the needy in the 1930s." Other goods, 
indeed! 

THOSE EMBARRASSING MORMONS 
A RECENT EDITORIAL in Tucson's Arizona Daily Star calls Barbara 
Blewster, a Mormon, Republican state representative, "Arizona's 
biggest embarrassment." Blewster, a fifty-eight-year-old mother of 
seven from Dewey, has made a long series of public gaffes the likes of 
which might even put a blush on the face of former Arizona governor 
and Latter-day Saint Evan Mecham. Among those gaffes: 

Indians lack intelligence, and slavery wasn't all that bad; 
U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno issued an extermination 
order against the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas; 
public education is evil, and state-supported schools 
should be done away with; 
homosexuality leads to bestiality, then to human sacrifice, 
then to cannibalism; 
rather than receiving free breakfasts at school, youngsters 
should be home spending quality time with their families; 
one legislative colleague didn't look Jewish, Blewster said, 
because she didn't have a hooked nose; 
and Blewster was surprised to learn that another represen- 
tative was Jewish; he'd make a good Mormon, Blewster 
said publicly 

Blewster's Republican colleagues are attempting to distance them- 
selves from her, according to the Star. "It isn't that she's coated with 
bigotry," says former legslator and congressman Sam Steiger, "she is 
honestly stone-age dumb. Even the nutcases [in the lepslature] are 
embarrassed by her." Steiger said. Blewster is so bad, she is giving 
Evan Mecham-the only governor impeached in the state's history- 
a good name. "Mecham is a pant compared to Blewster." 
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O N  T H E  R E C O R D  

It's 

~ g h  per In and 

always movea torwa 

side the doctrine and begin to 
advocate that and preach it pub- 
licly, then there5 some reason for 
discipline. 

But let's consider the fact that 
. . . we had, ah, five or six people 

storm, 

- - 

step. 

- - 

PRESIDENT GORDON B. HINCKLEY about six years ago excommuni- 
cated here in Utah. While those 
six were excommunicated, we 

"Humorous, forceful and folksy" is how Los Angeles Times rep r five thousand convert 
President Hinckley in his Salt Lake City office. The interview w 
"Gordon B. Hinckley: Leading a World Faith Ewplosion With ON THE MEDIA 
reprinted by permission of the L. A Times. 

Q: Some scholars believe the 
ON INTERNATIONAL GROWTH treat them wonde 

have their own o 
Question: Has international- million-strong, n 

ization led your home-grown all the world. 
American church to make any own officers, 
changes to accommodate the diverse board, their 
foreign cultures? 

Answer: I don't think so. I 
think that you'll find the same 
program followed, the same doc- 
trine teached, in a congregation 
in Johannesburg as you would in 
Salt Lake City On a given little story there that's 
Sunday, you'll even find the same priesthood? negative; that's to be ex- 
Sunday-school lesson being A: Oh, no, I don't pected in this world. 
taught across the world-some think so at all. Just You can't expect 
places the Sunday comes sooner. isn't right, that's all. through sunsnlne ana peaches and cream at 

Q: As the church grows over- Just a basis of what's every meal. It doesn't 
seas, some foreign members have right and what isn't noodwill, the church has hurt us. It may help us, 
calledfor more autonomy from Salt right. may keep us on our 
Lake City. Do you envision that Q: Do you envision toes, may keep us alert, 
happening? the rules against women may keep us from be- 

A: Never have heard of such a priests changing? coming a little arrogant, 
thing, I never have. I t e  been all A: I don't antici- a little self-satisfied. 
over this world with the people pate any change. Each ON HIS LEGACY 
of this church, everywhere. . . . I has his own place. 
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don't find any dissidents. We 
have representation from all of 
these places. . . . Unity is the 
great hallmark of this church. 

ON FEMINISM 

Q: Another of your favorite 
topics is feminism. 

A: Oh, yes. 
Q: Feminism is transforming 

other religious faiths, and, within 
Christianity, the Mormon doctrine 
is unique because it recognizes the 
heavenly mother and goddesses. 
Yet, members have been instructed 
not to pray to the heavenly mother 
Why not? 

A: . . . We pray to our heav- 
enly father, after the manner 
which the Lord used. Now, 
women in the church, yes, we 

And we recognize that and we 
amplify it. You don't find 
Mormon women going around 
with a dour look on their faces. 
They're happy people. 

ON HOMOSEXUALm 

Q: You've said the church loves 
gays as sons and daughters of God, 
yet, according to Mormon doctrine, 
even gays who refrain from homo- 
sexual behavior are denied access to 
the highest tier of heaven unless 
they many and have children. Isn't 
that basically saying to gays: What 
you are will never be good enough? 

A: Oh, I don't know that that 
is. I don't think their condition is 
beyond change. There's ample 
evidence to show change can 
occur. I think it has occurred. . . . 

ON INTELLECTUAL 

Q: The church has not counte- 
nanced open public dissent or chal- 
lenges to doctrine, and this has been 
criticized as anti-intellectual. In the 
marketplace of ideas that is 
America, what's wrong with robust 
and open discussion of church doc- 
trine and teaching? 

A: Anybody's free to think as 
he thinks, as he desires. We're a 
very open society We encourage 
discussion. We're not closed. 
We're not bigoted. We're not 
reclusive in the way we do 
things. We're open and forward 
and aboveboard, straightforward. 
And people do discuss doctrine 
every Sunday morning. Now, if 
people get way off, though, out- 

Q: In assessing your own mark 
on the presidency, you've been cred- 
ited with expanding the program of 
building local temples and im- 
proving public relations. Are there 
other marks you'd like to make? 

A: Oh, I just hope to see the 
church move forward. To me, it's 
a miracle that in all of these 
years, through persecution and 
storm, through sunshine and 
goodwill, the church has never 
taken a backward step. It5 always 
moved forward. My desire is that 
when . . . I go, I could look back 
and say, the tradition carried on 
while you served as president. 
We're just trylng to do good in 
the world; our whole objective is 
to make bad men good and good 
men better. W 
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