
"We were too disorganized to have any secret purpose. If we had 
a mission statement, it would be the inherent virtue of Mormonism, 

the right and value of independent thought." -Allen Roberts 

History OJ Sunstone, Chapter 2 

ALLEN ROBERTS & PEGGY FLETCHER YEARS 
(1978-1980) 

By Lavina Fielding Anderson 

0 NE PLEASANT DAY IN 1979, PEGGY FLETCHER, 
Allen Roberts, and I settled down for lunch in the Salt 
Lake City's Ristorante Della Fontana, formerly a 

church, but now sacred to the subtleties of tomato sauce and 
antipasto. At their invitation, I had come from the Ensign office 
on the twenty-third floor of the new Church Office Building, 
where I was an associate editor; they had come from the 
SUNSTONE office on the twelfth floor of the doomed, old Hotel 
Newhouse, where they were the editors. I'd known Peggy and 
Allen for years; I liked them both and appreciated their stimu- 
lating brand of lively faith and intellectual curiosity A charter 
subscriber and occasional contributor, I loved SUNSTONE. 

These were energetic times. We were all in our late twenties 
or early thirties and were exhilarated by the outpourings of 
Mormon history that had been triggered by the appointment 
of Leonard Amngton as Church Historian, in 1971. By 1979, 
Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought had survived the organi- 
zational hiccups of its early editors, and now Mary Bradford 
and her crew were putting it out from Washington, D.C. And 
in the mid-seventies, SUNSTONE and Exponent 11 were created 
to serve the growing audience for popular but thoughtful ex- 
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amination and expression of Mormonism. 
At lunch, over artichokes and olives, we eagerly swapped 

Mormon history gossip and talked publishing shop. With the 
veal parmigiana, they proposed: Would I become a full-time 
editor for SUNSTONE? It would mean leaving the Ensign, where 
I had worked with much complicated and ambiguous pleasure 
since 1973. I hesitated; it was tempting, but I couldn't change 
jobs, especially with a large pay cut. They accepted my refusal 
in good grace, admitting it had been a long shot. Then we ate 
pineapple sherbet and speculated whether Sonia Johnson's 
Mormon feminist crusade would succeed. 

The waitress brought the bill. Allen reached in his jacket 
pocket, then looked at Peggy. '7 don't have the checkbook," he 
said. "Did you bring it?" 

She shook her head, wide-eyed. "I thought you had it." 
I pulled out my credit card. We left together, laughing at 

this symbol of SUNSTONE'S always precarious finances and at 
how tenuous and tenacious were the ties that bound the 
SUNSTONE community 

AN OFFICE OF OUR OWN 
With  more attention, couldn't subscriptions and advertising 
be increased enough to generate a self-sustaining income? 

ESS than a year earlier, on a summer day in 1978, Allen 
Roberts and Peggy Fletcher had descended the front 
steps of Edna Erickson's home near the University of 

Utah, still shaken by the announcement Scott Kenney had just 
made there at a SUNSTONE meeting: SUNSTONE'S finances were 
not just red but hemorrhaging; there was no hope they could 
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be improved in the future. Since helping 
found SUNSTONE in 1974, Scott had tried long 
and hard to get it to be self-supporting. This 
was not news to the volunteer staff. But now, 
the whole job had become too much. He an- 
nounced the death of the magazine that had 
taken a major chunk of their time and energy 
for four years.' 

Scott's bombshell prompted anxious dis- 
cussion. John Sillito desperately wanted 
SUNSTONE to live, pledging to stay on under 
reorganization by the old staff. Peggy had 
proved a successful fundraiser and editor. 
Allen was "well-spoken and intense, almost 
charismatic," John recalls. Running SUNSTONE 
was daunting, he remembers thinking, but 
"twenty years from now, we'll look back on 
this time. A torch has been lighted. What if it 
goes out?" He knew of the chill that was 
starting to descend on the headiness of 
Leonard Amneton's Camelot. and he knew " 
some people wanted SUNSTONE and Dialogue Sunstone's editor cried when the demolition of historic 
to fail. 

~ u t  a last-minute rescue failed to emerge in Hotel Newhouse ended their sojourn there. Creating a modern 
the meeting, and the group soberly dispersed. product nurtured by the history-laden building was exactly 
trylng to absorb the tragic news. Allen and 
Peggy lingered, talking on the sidewalk. Then what they were doing inside the rich Mormon tradition. 
they moved to the grass and sat down. Hours 
later, they had pledged that they would not let SUNSTONE The first time I met Ken Woodward was in that office. He was 
die-at least not without another gigantic effort. "It was a team the senior religion writer at Newsweek. He looked at our hand- 
effort," says Peggy. "Neither one of us could have done it alone, some, professional, ambitious magazine, then glanced around 
but we saw how we could together" as co-editors and co-pub- our office and asked incredulously, 'You produce this here?' " 
lishers. The Newhouse was demolished in early 1980, and 

Allen gave the magazine its first office. In 1976, he and SUNSTONE was the last tenant to vacate. When it was im- 
Wally Cooper had started what became Cooper/Roberts ploded, Allen, Peggy, and other staff gathered in a party to bid 
Architects, with a speciality in historic preservation. By 1978, it farewell. Sequential, muffled explosions brought an enor- 
the firm had moved into the Bud Bailey building, an old mous dust cloud. As it cleared, remembers Allen, they saw 
laundry building on 300 North Street in Salt Lake City Peggy "nothing where twelve stories of something had been. . . . 

worked part time as a receptionist for Cooper/Roberts and did [Tlhe building had disappeared before my eyes. I looked at 
SUNSTONE part time. Essential SUNSTONE business was con- Peggy. . . . I saw . . . tears on her cheeks." The SUNSTONE staff 
ducted on the fly in the firm's reception area. was not only idealistic but romantic and nostalgic. 

SUNSTONE was anything but part time, however, and when Finances are an ever-present reality for SUNSTONE'S leaders. 
CooperRoberts remodeled a back room, Peggy made it her Under Scott Kenny, SUNSTONE had no payroll, no rent, no 
SUNSTONE office, while first Frances Ann Smeath and then phone bills; now, in working to stabilize the fledgling cause, 
Susan Staker took over as receptionist. The little room was SUNSTONE was acquiring relentless burdens of weekly and 
under the main bathroom, and the staff grew immune to the monthly cash obligations. Peggy and Allen had decided to take 
torrential sounds of overhead flushing that shocked visitors. over SUNSTONE because, in part, they believed the organiza- 

Soon SUNSTONE outgrew Cooper/Roberts's back room, and tion's business side had been neglected by the volunteer grad- 
it rented quarters on the twelfth floor of the Hotel Newhouse uate students who preferred the magazine's editorial side. With 
in spring/summer 1979. Once a Salt Lake glamour spot, the more attention and professionalism, SUNSTONE could increase 
run-down Newhouse was spacious and cheap-but not much its subscriber base-there had to be a much greater audience 
more. Slated for demolition, most of the building was empty for SUNSTONE than currently existed, one large enough to gen- 
Susan, who was lugging baby Bevan along in her infant seat, erate self-sustaining income. Similarly, with more attention, 
always packed a book, too, in case she got stuck in the slow, advertising income could be greatly increased. But in their first 
creeping elevator. Peggy remembers, "We'd begged and year, their business success was less than they had hoped. One 
scrounged these battered pieces of equipment for our office. reason, they concluded, was that they were still doing 
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SUNSTONE on the side. 
So in the fall of 1979, Allen decided to gamble on 

SUNSTONE'S financial viability and took a leave of absence from 
his architectural practice. Working full-time for SUNSTONE, he 
could increase subscriptions and advertising enough to stabi- 
lize the organization and pay him a salary to support his family 
of four (later five) children. "SUNSTONE gave me a place to 
make a positive difference in the world. In the Church, despite 
my [high council] calling, I was replaceable. If I left, there 
would be somebody else in my chair the next day But in 
SUNSTONE, I could see the difference I was making." The next 
year's accomplishments are still impressive in both their scope 
and quantity 

NEW PROGRAMS AND FEATURES 
In Peggy and Allen's second yeal;. Sunstone enlarged the 

magazine's reach, inaugurated a theological conference and 
fiction contest, and published a cartoon book and calendar 

A POWERFUL creation itself, SUNSTONE also generated 
collateral ideas like fireworks throwing off sparks. 
Article ideas, fundraising concepts, and new organiza- 

tions burst into conceptual and sometimes actual life. For ex- 
ample, the SUNSTONE symposium grew out of a "what-if' con- 
versation-what if friends got together for a weekend to talk 
theology? The retreat's potential to generate first-class papers 
for the magazine was an added impetus. Allen calls the sym- 
posium an example of "our innocence and naivete. We didn't 
know that we couldn't just do it." 

The first symposium was held on 24-25 August 1979 at the 
University of Utah. Just before the first session, Allen and 
Peggy knelt in an empty room and fervently prayed for all to 
go well. And it did. Guest keynote scholar John Dillenberger, 
president of Hartford Theological Seminary, spoke on 
"Theological Impressions of Mormonism." The names of the 
nearly all-male Mormon participants impressively featured 
Mormon liberals and conservatives, including conservative 
BYU and LDS Institute scholars. Here is a sampling: Richard L. 
Anderson, Edward Ashment, Arthur Bassett, M. Gerald 
Bradford, Lowell Bennion, Davis Bitton, James Faulconer, 
Carlisle Hunsaker, Scott Kenney, Louis Midgley, Robert Millett, 
Hugh Nibley, Kent E. Robinson, Max Rogers, George D. Smith, 
Richard Sherlock, John L. Sorensen, John Tanner. Altogether, 
308 attended, and it grossed $4,720. 

The symposium was not originally conceived as an annual 
event, but the next year, 1980, Allen and Peggy decided to 
host another one. Attendance doubled to 650, and income tre- 
bled to $1 1,197. In the third year, attendance and income in- 
creased slightly By 1984, a dizzylng 1,036 attended, and in- 
come rose to $33,193.~ 

If big thinking made the symposium possible, another 
grandiose idea, the Sunstone theological school, was never re- 
alized, but Allen and Peggy never quit dreaming about it. "Our 
idea was to find a historic building some place, adapt it as a 
school, and have classes in it with a research library and 
meeting facilities," recalls Allen. "Then we could have the same 

people who were contributing articles teach classes on theo- 
logical and historical subjects, charge tuition, spread our influ- 
ence, and make some money" It's an idea that keeps being 
reinvented: in the late 1980s, SUNSTONE publisher Daniel 
Rector had a similar dream, and the Mormon Studies Seminar 
was recently organized by Mark Thomas, Scott Kenney, Karl 
Sandberg, Sheldon Greaves, and Allen Roberts. Among its first 
activities was a one-day seminar in February 1999 featuring 
renowned international scholars discussing the relationship 
among biblical archeology, faith, and history. 

A smaller idea of Peggy's and Allen's that still thrives today 
was enlisting Bellamy Brown and his siblings to underwrite 
SUNSTONE'S annual fiction contest in memory of their parents, 
Brookie and D. K. Brown. Because of the Browns' gift, this con- 
test has raised the quality of Mormon short fiction, and 
through the years, it has regularly identified up-and-coming 
authors of serious Mormon fiction. 

Allen and Peggy continued publishing the fundraising 
Mormon history calendars, which made money but were not a 
financial windfall. Far more successful were Calvin Grondahl's 
cartoon books. While crafting political cartoons that met the 
strictures of the Deseret News, Cal doodled his way to sanity 
One day, he showed Peggy some Mormon sketches the News 
had rejected, particularly some with Joseph Smith and flyng 
angels. 

Grondahl's "ideas were really interesting," remembers Allen. 
SUNSTONE could print a ninety-six-page book quite cheaply, 
"so we told him to go off and do some more. He came back 
with an enormous stack. We laid them all out on these tables 
so we could walk around and pick up our favorites, then 
shuffle them in some kind of order." Cal was almost frighten- 
ingly fertile, coming back with numerous variations that 
fleshed out the vaguest suggestion. "What he couldn't do was 
spell," recalled Allen. "I ended up doing most of the lettering 
because about a third of the words were misspelled." One best- 
liked cartoon was captionless, showing priesthood holders at 
the front of a chapel with a proud father holding up what is in- 
dubitably the world's ugliest baby Affectionate and funny, it 
caught a scene all Mormons recognized and articulated feel- 
ings all felt. 

That first Grondahl book, Freeway to Perfection (1978) with 
its cover of a hitchhiker displaying a "KOLOB" sign, was "a fi- 
nancial boon." Allen showed it to an eager Deseret Book Store 
buyer, who ordered many "We'll sell tons!" he enthused. A few 
days later, a higher-ranking administrator called to cancel the 
order. "They're too irreverent, even sacrilegious. They don't 
meet our standards." Perhaps Deseret Book found too many 
on-the-edge cartoons, like the suited bureaucrat sitting behind 
a vast desk and announcing judiciously to a minister in a cler- 
ical collar and sandals, "Actually, we here in LDS Church fi- 
nance are not in the habit of buyng out insignificant denomi- 
nations." 

Sunstone hired Richard Maher to distribute the Freeway. He 
filled his van with cases and placed the book in stores from 
California to Idaho, making it an Intermountain top ten best- 
seller. A sheepish third call came from Deseret Book: the store 
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The 1978 revelation, an anthropologcal look at the temple, a critical look at the Book of 
Abraham- editors Roberts and Fletcher expanded the scope, depth, & length of Sunstone 

features. "It wasn't our mission to reform the Church or educate the leaders or change 
policy. We never questioned the goodness of Momonism," says Allen Roberts. 

decided it could sell the cartoon book after all. Freeway even- 
tually sold more than twenty thousand copies and went into 
four printings; Faith-Promoting Rumors followed in 1980 and 
Sunday's Foyer in 1983. By 1983, Peggy reported that Faith- 
Promoting Rumors had sold more than thirty thousand copies, 
netting Sunstone a $60,000 profit. Unfortunately, by 1983, 
Sunstone was also in arrears $1,500 in royalties to ~ a l . ~  

One day, Salt Lake businessman Steve Christensen came in 
"out of the blue," Allen recalls, "canymg a box full of new 
books on Mormon studies. He said, 'I'd like to contribute these 
to your library.' Well, until that very moment, Sunstone hadn't 
had a library. That was the beginning." Steve cemented firm 
friendships with both Peggy and Allen. Until his murder by 
Mark Hofmann in 1986, he contributed generously if silently 
to Sunstone's success. He underwrote several early syrnpo- 
siums, allowing all its income to be profit. Also, he authored 
"Sunday School Supplement," a magazine column of theolog- 
ical and historical enrichment designed to supplement the 
adult Gospel Doctrine class cuniculum. Later, after a general 
authority officially complained about the use of "Sunday 
School," the column was renamed "Scriptural Commentary." 

With advertising and mail campaigns, Allen, with Peggy's 
help, increased SUNSTONE'S circulation from about nine hun- 
dred to about three thousand. He also solicited the first big do- 
nation. "I'd never asked anyone for money before. I didn't like 
the idea," he confessed. "I spent a whole day thinkrng about 
it." But the person he asked gave the magazine $2,500, a 
miraculous sum. 

In theory, SUNSTONE ran advertisements but never very 

many-because no one was hustling. "We .actually made 
money on some of the ads," Allen recalled. A disaster occurred 
when he solicited Christmas ads for an issue slated for the hol- 
iday season but which was actually printed well into the new 
year. 

This was a exhilarating and tense year. Each workday 
morning, Allen would pick up Peggy around 7:00, and they 
would swing by the post office for the mail. At the Sunstone 
office, the first ritual was opening the mail together. "We 
gauged our progress daily by how many subscriptions, dona- 
tions, manuscripts, and letters we received," Allen recalled. 

THE MAGAZINE CONTENT 
No ideological agenda, but rich diversity. 

D URING the two years of Allen's and Peggy's co-editor- 
ship, SUNSTONE perfected the magazine format that 
had been set in the final Kenney issues. They in- 

creased both the number of pages and subscribers, and they 
expanded the variety of content, realizing the added flexibility 
in being a magazine, foreseen when it earlier changed from the 
journal format. 

Even with Allen and Peggy's first issue, September-October 
1978, there were subtle enhancements that reflected a recur- 
ring SUNSTONE habit: more and better. There were now forty- 
eight pages instead of thirty-two, heavier cover stock, and an 
intensively designed contents page that didn't just list articles 
but drew readers' eyes to topics of "History," "Contemporary 
Issues," "Religion," "Literature" (including literary criticism). 
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Also, letters, "Update" (news briefs), "Mormon Associations" 
(events calendar), poetry, fiction, and reviews had all become 
part of the mix. 

History and contemporary events anchored the collected 
articles. Major examinations of historical episodes included 
Richard Sherlock's "Campus in Crisis: BYU, 1911," which re- 
counted the expulsion of three BYLI faculty members over is- 
sues of academic freedom. Jan Shipps, Methodist president- 

elect of the Mormon History Association, began a review-essay 
of Samuel W Taylor's latest book with a pungent quip: "Sam 
Taylor is in his anecdotage," and then sprang into a serious 
analysis of Mormon historiography. Allen Roberts authored a 
short report on the apostle-directed erasure of the Mormon- 
Masonic square and compass from the Spring City, Utah, "en- 
dowment house;" and then in a major article he examined the 
modem disappearance of early Mormon iconography (for 

"Sunstone's founders could no more see 
what it would become twenty-five years 

BEAMING ON SUNSTONE 
By Allen Dale Roberts 

could foresee what 
Mormonism would be- 
come. Like Joseph, we 
early Sunbeams (as we 
were called in the Salt 
Lake City recent syrnpo- 
sium) were caught up in 
concerns of the present 
and near future. Yet 
while brinpng present 
dreams to reality we 
found time and youthful 
enthusiasm to plan for 
the future. Thus the 
early church and the 
early Sunstone grew 
quickly, each evolving 
despite many struggles, hence than Joseph Smith could foresee alon, the traiectones of - 

what the Church would become." its particular visions. 
Perhaps such idealism is 
most valued by the 

I T IS GOOD that Sunstone is cele- young. Joseph Smith and many of his 
brating its quarter-century mark key supporters were in their mid-twen- 
with a thorough focus on its history ties when the Church was established. 

and accomplishments. We have every Scott, Peggy, I and nearly all of the 
reason to celebrate, for despite its small other founders were in our mid-to-late- 
number of subscribers and symposium twenties during the genesis years. 
attendees (which, at about five thou- While I am tempted to continue this 
sand, equals only .05 percent of total comparison of two youthful spiritual 
Church membership), Sunstone has quests, we all know the outcomes have 
had a constructive and progressive in- turned out quite differently That is be- 

, fluence on the Church. At the same cause Sunstone's purposes, means, and 
time, the Sunstone experience has methods were different from those of 
changed its creators and participants. the nascent Church. Sunstone now 
My work with Sunstone was part of a seems to be experiencing a leveling off 
spiritual transformation that indelibly of support, in part due to statements 
changed me. from a few Church leaders who think 

Its founders could no more see what the foundation's activities are not in 
Sunstone would become twenty- harmony with the mission of the 
five years hence than Joseph Smith Church. This perception is unfortunate 

and somewhat ironic given our self- 
perceived mission, especially during 
the early years. We had no discussions 
of SUNSTONE'S becoming a vehicle for 
dissent or even change. We did not 
write strong editorials nor take critical 
positions, although some authors even- 
tually began to identify areas they 
thought needed Church improvement. 
The whispered idea that we were part 
of an intellectual conspiracy to harm 
the Church is humorously ludicrous. 
Naive, inexperienced, understaffed, 
and underfunded, we had neither the 
inclination, resources, nor organiza- 
tional skills to foment conspiracy or 
rebellion. 

We early "Sunbeams" saw SUN- 
STONE as a vitamin supplement to be 
taken with the Church, not in lieu of it. 
We were all committed to Mormonism 
and its highest ideals. In fact, our very 
commitments to ideal Mormonism fu- 
eled our efforts to create and advance a 
new, independent variety magazine of 
Mormon culture, history, theology, is- 
sues, art, and life. Even with the 
decade-earlier advent of Dalogue, a 
quarterly journal with similar aims, our 
appetites for a more expansive religious 
life were not satiated. 

As Scott Kenney observes in his 
"Sunstone: Past and Present" sidebar 
(SUNSTONE, June 1999), we founders 
were products of the sixties. But even 
more, we were products of Mormon- 
ism, which neutralized in us the nega- 
tive. We weren't motivated by the 
sexual revolution, generation gap, ex- 
perimental lifestyles, or anti-establish- 
ment thinking. Rather, we combined 

PAGE 48 FEBRUARY 2000 



which he won an MHA best-article award). Ronald W Walker 
probed Church finances during the panic of 1893, when 
Heber J. Grant superhumanly procured loans from Eastern fi- 
nanciers and saved the Church from looming bankruptcy4 

Contemporary issues generated enormous interest and 
enormous controversy, since every reader had lived through 
the events and had opinions about them, not always those of 
the authors. Reflecting the national climate, feminism was the 

hottest topic. SUNSTONE published the text of KSL-TV reporter 
Louise Degn's series on Mormon women and depression. It 
had rocked viewers in February 1979 when it had publicized 
that not only did Mormon women get depressed despite the 
gospel, but that their guilt and shame about being depressed 
kept them from seeking help. Irene Bates, a California Relief 
Society president, wrote about her struggles to make a video 
that accurately reflected the not-always-positive experiences of 

the best of sixties idealism and activism 
with Mormon ideas and ideals to feed 
our hunger for more of every good 
thing and a more active role in creating, 
not just consuming, these good things. 
We actively participated in Church (I 
was in a bishopric and high council 
during my six or seven years of high 
Sunstone involvement) but still came 
from the table wanting even more of 
our rich religious smorgasbord. We be- 
lieved in eternal progression but didn't 
want it to take an eternity 

I never thought of SUNSTONE as a 
student publication done either by or 
for students, nor did I conceive it to be 
a "junior Dialogue." We had finished 
school and were young professionals, 
even emerging yuppies (although the 
word certainly never fit Peggy 
Fletcher). Our first survey of sub- 
scribers found them to average about 
forty years old. They were well-edu- 
cated, well-established in their careers, 
and mostly very orthodox. As the edi- 
tors, readers, and times inevitably 
changed, so did the magazine and the 
foundation's other activities. 

How did SUNSTONE move to a more 
intellectual bent with greater analytical 
and critical thinking and more impor- 
tant, ground-breaking articles? I sug- 
gest two interrelated factors. One was 
our individual spiritual and intellectual 
maturation, and the second was the in- 
creasingly high quality of manuscripts 
submitted, especially after the first sym- 
posium in 1979. Personally, part of my 
development came from direct expo- 
sure to the articles I was soliciting, 
reading, and editing as well as interac- 
tion with the authors. New information 
and ideas, together with long staff dis- 
cussions, stimulated my need to know 
and my desire to research, write, and 

contribute to Mormon knowledge and 
thought. Although my earliest writings 
dealt mostly with architecture, my in- 
terest in theology was strong, and even- 
tually my passion for history became 
even stronger. Similarly, all of the early 
editors and board members con- 
tributed articles, though SUNSTONE 
never became a "vanity" publication. 

I agree with those who see the sym- 
posium as being the most positive de- 
velopment in Sunstone's ability to gen- 
erate much more material for 
publication and create a spiritual com- 
munity, or, as Sunstone's detractors 
view it, a subversive subculture. One of 
America's most significant religious in- 
tellectual forums, especially now that 
it's held throughout the country, the 
Sunstone symposiums may be seen as 
our movement's greatest legacy I have 
many fond memories of specific sym- 
posium events and presentations, such 
as Ed Ashment and Hugh Nibley's ses- 
sion on the Book of Abraham, Jack 
Newell's interview of Sterling Mc- 
Mumn, and several Pillars of My Faith 
talks, including Steve Christensen's 
months before his untimely death. By 
one count, I have participated in thirty- 
three symposium presentations, and 
two decades after the first one, I con- 
tinue to support this important vehicle 
for wide-rangtng religious expression. 

Another product of the so-called 
Fletcher-Roberts period, the popular 
and playfully irreverent cartoon books 
by Calvin Grondahl and, later, Pat 
Bagley, amused some leaders (such as 
Marion D. Hanks) and enhanced our 
visibility and financial survival, but 
they did nothing to dispel the growing 
apprehension of some. I recall Deseret 
Book initially rejecting the first cartoon 
book, Grondahl's Freeway to Perfection, 

then calling back to sheepishly place a 
large order after the book reached and 
stayed on the Intermountain "best 
seller" list. 

Reality checks came as soon as we 
began to move away from being a safe, 
modest arts and culture magazine to a 
popular publication dealing seriously 
with important topics and relevant is- 
sues. The warning signals then began to 
appear, and we experienced the same 
dilemma that plagues Sunstone today 
Having shared in the earlier trials, I 
sympathize with the current struggles. I 
hope the picture is not as bleak as some 
paint it, especially given the signifi- 
cance of having reached the quarter- 
century milestone. 

At last summer's symposium, early 
Sunstoners were asked to consider the 
question: "How well has Sunstone real- 
ized our hopes?" For me, Sunstone has 
far exceeded my early hopes-and I 
suspect our collective hopes as well. I 
applaud Elbert Peck for his continuing, 
Herculean work in keeping Sunstone 
alive and flourishing. I hope those who 
value Sunstone will step forward and 
support the effort to give it a sustained 
life. I also hope the foundation retains 
its independence and its roles of bal- 
ancing conscience and guarding against 
the abuses of power that characterize 
every institution. 1 believe Sunstone's 
evaluation of and constructive sugges- 
tions for Mormonism are among its 
greatest contributions to the Church 
and its members, though neither party 
will readily acknowledge this reluctant, 
symbiotic relationship. Sunstone has 
traditionally valued diversity and inclu- 
sion, and I hope this attitude persists so 
that the still-needed enterprise will 
keep bright the light that has illumi- 
nated and warmed so many for so long. 
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the women she served and how she felt pressured 
to faithfully portray an institution whose goals she 
did not always agree with. Linda Sillitoe explored 
the pained perplexities posed by Sonia Johnson's 
excommunication, insisting that "oversimplifica- 
tion [is] the true enemy" Linda Wilcox broke new 
ground by documenting the history of the little- 
explored concept of a Mother in Heaven. Her 
scholarship was origmally a symposium presenta- 
tion, which SUNSTONE published with Grethe 
Ballif Peterson's personal response: "Some years 
ago, as I was struggling with my own spiritual 
identity, I experienced a personal confirmation of 
the existence of my Heavenly Mother, which was 
and is just as real and important as my knowledge 
of God the Father and of Jesus ~ h r i s t . " ~  

Allen and Peggy were fond of theology and 
doctrine. In their issues, Scott Kenney synthesized 
Reinhold Niebuhr's thought for Mormons while 
Sterling McMumn, Lowell Bennion, and Arthur 
Bassett examined the religious life. Their first 
cover featured non-Mormon anthropologist Mark GRAPHIC DESIGNER WARREN ARCHER. - - 
I! Leone's thoughtful "The Mormon Temple "SUNSTONE was operating on a shoestring. Every time I 
Experience," which they feared would be cont- 
nroversial just because of the topic, but it was so tried to quit, I'dfeel guilty and agree to do the next issue." 
sensitively written that no one complained. 
Edward H. Ashment, a young Egyptologist with a skeptical 
passion about the Book of Abraham facsimiles, critiqued Hugh 
Nibley's traditional approach, asserting that the Book of 
Abraham papyrus is not linguistically related to Joseph Smith's 
"translation." When Ashment presented the paper at the first 
symposium, Hugh Nibley responded, praised Ashmenth 
"reappraisal," and in a moment of high drama said, "I refuse to 
be held responsible for anything I wrote more than three years 
ago. For heaven's sake, I hope we are moving forward here.. . . 
I would say about four fifths of everything I put down has 
~hanged . "~  

History and theology intersected in studies of the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon and the first explorations of envi- 
ronmental influences on Joseph Smith. Melodie Moench 
Charles looked unsparingly at the Mormon insistence on 
"overlaymg" the Old Testament with Mormon scripture and 
General Authorities' statements. "When the two are in conflict, 
. . . the Old Testament is declared inadequate, inaccurate, or 
incomprehensible."' 

Personal essays included Janice M. Allred's "If Thy Brother 
Sin against Thee" and "Towards a More Spiritual Christmas: In 
Defense of Santa Claus"; Levi S. Peterson's thoughtful memoir 
of his mother's family, the Savages, of Arizona; a reprint of 
Richard D. Poll's classic essay on "Liahona" and "Iron Rod" 
Mormons; and Richard J. Cummings's insightful analysis of 
Mormonism's inherent conflict between authority and the in- 
dividual ("Church leaders often like to speak of Mormons as 'a 
peculiar people,' but woe unto the individual member who 
chooses to be a 'peculiar person' ").* 

Following the June 1978 priesthood revelation, SUNSTONE 

interviewed Lester Bush, author of a painstaking study pub- 
lished in Dialogue about the development of the priesthood 
ban on black members. Other interviews queried Leonard 
Amngton and Davis Bitton about their new, nationally pub- 
lished, one-volume Church history; Democrat Wayne Owens, 
whose unsuccessful Senatorial campaign was followed with a 
call to be an LDS mission president; University of Utah 
President David P Gardner; U.S. Senator Omn Hatch; and 
Newsweek religon editor Kenneth Woodward. Peggy inter- 
viewed Wallace Stegner on how Mormonism had influenced 
his writing, and back in Utah, she discovered that the tape 
recorder hadn't worked. When she got up the courage to write 
him, he graciously sent back thoughtfully crafted reponses to 
her  question^.^ 

"We didn't have an agenda," Allen and Peggy agree. Allen 
comments, "People always thought we were so liberal. We 
were probably more foolish than liberal." He laughs wryly, "I 
was probably one of the most conservative voices. You're sup- 
posed to get more conservative as you get older, but now I'd be 
arguing against myself during those same conversations. The 
key people were a combination of orthodox and heterodox, 
but there wasn't anybody who wasn't a believer. It wasn't our 
mission to reform the church or educate the leaders or change 
policy We never questioned the goodness of Mormonism or 
the goodness of SUNSTONE. There was no hidden agenda. 
People accuse SUNSTONE and Dialogue of having this secret, 
sinister purpose. We were too disorganized to have any secret 
purpose. If we had a mission statement, it would be the in- 
herent virtue of Mormonism, the right and value of indepen- 
dent thought." 
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Pinching pennies, Sunstone rarely indulgedfull-color reproductions on its covers. 
Like poets working within the fourteen-line limit of a sonnet, the two-color limit 

became a creative challenge and produced striking and memorable covers. 

GRAPHIC DESIGN AND PRODUCTION 
Basements, shoestrings, and guilt. 

D ESIGNER Warren Archer, who lived in Allen's ward, 
"liked SUNSTONE, liked us, was relatively inexpensive, 
and very reliable," says Allen. He had been educated at 

BW where fine artist/professor Trevor Southey fueled his ex- 
citement about the possibilities of Mormon art. Warren was 
working in Nevada, "in casino design," when the Church 
graphics department hired him. He got quickly bored with the 
slow, politically hampered work, and gave them six months' 
notice. In January 1979, he started a free-lance design com- 
pany in the two-story Victorian house where he and Bonnie 
were raising their family just through the block from Allen's of- 
fice. 

Warren liked the flexibility of the magazine format. "Every 
article was different. It was a lot of fun not being tied into one 
standard design." Warren's design philosophy was to achieve 
overall unity by using the same type style for all body copy but 
experimenting with other elements: two columns for articles, 
three columns for regular features; luckers; borders; floating 
the title across the bottom of the page; printing through a 
background pattern; colored paper and colored ink. 

As for leadership styles, "Allen was very loose. Peggy was 
more demanding, knew what she liked and didn't like. I 
couldn't always read her mind." Warren recalls first meeting 
Peggy: "She was wearing a Cub Scout shirt from Deseret 
Industries, plastered with insignia." He knew this would not 
be a stodgy relationship. 

Before the National Guard took Warren away for several 

months, Allen got a fast tour of Warren's equipment and a key 
to his house. There, Allen designed and pasted-up a couple of 
issues, cutting borders out of his own graphics books, putting 
in all-nighters, deciding typesetting specifications, choosing 
where white space should go and how to show the sidebars, 
what to use for kickers and how big they should be. He located 
most of the illustrations and drew the rest. To accompany the 
interview with David Gardner, Allen sketched the University 
of Utah's Park Building. By the time Warren returned, Allen 
had a profound appreciation for SUNSTONE's designer.'' 

One cover sticks in Warren's mind. "Some people were of- 
fended by the huge swastika we put on one cover, juxtaposed 
to the photograph of these three healthy, happy-looking 
German boys, when we did the Helmet Huebener article." 
Shock at the incongruity was the reaction we wanted, but it 
took some courage to do then." For Allen's article about 
Mormon icons, Warren carefully arranged the symbols on the 
cover to form an icon.12 He feels it was a mistake to spend 
extra money for the color cover of the missionary graffiti 
scrawled on top of the ceiling tiles of the Language Training 
Mission in Provo. "It would have worked just as well in two 
 color^."'^ 

Warren tried to resign as designer long before he succeeded. 
"Everything at SUNSTONE was operating on a shoestring. I 
wanted to help. I enjoyed it. But I was trylng to buy a house 
and raise four children. I was working night and day, driving 
flats to the press and doing press checks. Every time I tried to 
quit, Peggy would say 'You promised!' and I'd feel guilty and 
agree to do the next issue. But they really needed a full-time 
person, and it couldn't be me." 
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LEADERSHIP & STAFF 
f i e  cost of being afriend of Peggy and Allen. 

A LLEN AND PEGGY did not have distinct job descrip- 
tions, and their work often overlapped. But generally, 
Allen tended to handle the business and finances 

while Peggy focused on production, editing, and worlnng with 
authors. Both established Sunstone policy, and each worked 
on their favorite articles. Both liked theology and history. Allen 
also liked the arts while Peggy liked literature. An example of 
their collaboration is a fishing expedition Peggy took at BYU, 
dropping in to chat with faculty Historian Thomas G. 
Alexander had just finished an important essay on the recon- 
struction of Mormon theology at the turn of the twentieth cen- 
tury. Peggy asked for it sight unseen, and he promised it to her, 
a "very generous thing to do-to take a chance on a new pub- 
lication like ours," she recalls.14 When Tom delivered the 
paper at the Mormon History Association, he immediately had 
offers from other publications, but as promised, he gave it to 
SUNSTONE. Allen remembers with pleasure the editing process 
with Tom. "I still think it's one of the most important pieces of 
historical theology," Allen recalls. "It was a new perspective, 
showing how the Mormon view of the nature of God has 
evolved over the decades through several iterations." 

Susan Staker fondly recalls that article. "Tom is a great 
writer and a great guy He was a real role model for me of doing 
great work with such integrity He was very respectful of the 
communication process, and wonderful to work with. Besides 
that, this article was personally liberating for me. I'd always 
bought into the notion that the theology was perfect though 
the people were imperfect. It freed me from the tyranny of the- 
ology to see that theology was part of history." 

Although avowed Mormon feminists both, Peggy and Allen 
had to work to overcome residual influences of Mormon 
gender roles on their organizational styles and expectations 
about themselves and each other. For example, in the 
Newhouse, SUNSTONE had one phone line. Peggy and Susan 
had lobbied Allen hard for a second one, but he thought one 
line was plenty since he'd never had to wait to make phone 
calls. Susan then pointed out: "That's because Peggy waits until 
you've gone home for the day before she makes hers." Susan 
now cites this example as one way Peggy initially "deferred" to 
the confident, male Allen until she gradually gained confi- 
dence in her own skills and decision-making ability. 
Nevertheless, even though in time Peggy gathered strength 
and confidence, "having a man there in a suit" was a real ad- 
vantage, says Susan. "It gave us more visibility, more credi- 
bility It made us look professional." Susan admired Allen's 
willingness to risk his career for SUNSTONE. "He had strength 
and courage, a kind of 'thereness' about him." 

Peggy praises Allen's strengths: "He was always pretty up- 
beat, good at solving problems, very focused, very organized. 
He thought in lists and was one of the greatest brainstormers 
I've ever worked with. The place where Allen and I connected 
was in our love of Mormonism. That was the foundation of a 
really great friendship. That was what made us compatible." 

Allen sees their inexperience as both strength and weak- 
ness. "We didn't know what we didn't know. We just didn't 
think in terms of limitations. We were willing to tackle any- 
thing. And what I remember is the conversations-conversa- 
tions about ideas and issues that would go on for days. It was a 
very heady, emotionally powerful experience. We felt that we 
were making a difference for good for the lives of members of 
the Church, enriching the life of belief." 

"Peggy was very gifted as a networker and in working with 
authors," Allen analyzes. "She encouraged me in my writing, 
but I saw her do it over and over with all kinds of people, 
bringing out their best thinking when they started from a pre- 
liminary draft or notes or even an idea. She was aggressive in 
soliciting help, and she brought an ecumenical viewpoint to 
the magazine, probably through her training at GTU. Neither 
one of us wanted SUNSTONE to be only a way for Mormons to 
tell other Mormons about Mormon things. Peggy made con- 
tacts with writers of religious columns back East and got na- 
tionally significant people to come to the SUNSTONE sympo- 
sium. She opened the windows into Mormon culture." 

They were the gravitational mass around which orbited a 
collection of volunteers. Scholars of religions note that new 
movements invariably grow through family and friendship 
networks; that was certainly true of this early staff. Ron Bitton 
was a friend of Peggy's; he started doing theater reviews in the 
fall of 1978, then editing, then book reviews. Randy Dixon, a 
friend of Allen's, was a photograph archivist with the Church 
Historical Department; he enlisted his colleague Bill Slaughter, 
and together they authored several articles on Utah photogra- 
phers. Landscape architect David Raker was a friend of Allen's. 
And Vince Iturbe, Sharon Meniam, Jan Eynng, James 
Cartwright, and photographer Craig Law lived in Allen's ward. 
Each touched down at SUNSTONE for long or short periods. 

One worker committed to Sunstone for a long haul despite 
his ambiguous feelings was Mark Thomas. While Mark was at 
Northwestern University in 1975, another Mormon said to 
him, "You're a pointy-head intellectual; take a look at this," 
and handed Mark a flier announcing the creation of 
SUNSTONE. When Mark and his wife moved to Salt Lake City, 
he looked up Scott Kenney and volunteered. "I have enormous 
admiration for Scott," he states. "He represents an ideal of ex- 
pression, of charity, and fresh creativity" 

Present at Scott's farewell meeting, Mark threw his support 
to continue SUNSTONE. He was basically attached, "though 
sometimes I'd drop out," until about 1985. Described by 
Susan Staker as "this businessman who was a closet scholar 
with an intense passion for the Book of Mormon," Mark wrote 
articles analyzing the rhetoric of the Book of Mormon. He also 
edited the "One Fold" column that shared ecumenical insights 
from the broader Christian community 

He remembers the spontaneity, the energy, the creativity- 
and also the fatigue and chaos: From his perspective, "every 
issue was a new creation. It was: What is SUNSTONE this 
month?" Frustratingly, the usual communication slippages in 
small, volunteer causes plagued Sunstone. Mark "headed a 
committee to select papers for the first symposium. We made 
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recommendations of topics and 
presenters, only to find that Peggy 
had already independently se- 
lected papers. . . . I was in charge 
of finances for a while and came 
up with a long-range plan, only to 
discover that Allen had announced 
a different financial plan." 

THE END OF THE 
PARTNERSHIP 

The price of leaving Sunstone. 

S ADLY, like Scott Kenney be- 
fore him, Allen eventually 
concluded that his best ef- 

forts were not enough. Despite 
long, hard days, his goodwill, 
partnerships, and intense efforts 
produced too little cash. It cost 
about $3,500 to print one issue, 
and then there was the postage to 
mail it. Lyle Mumford, their "end- 
lessly endlessly helpful" 
representative at Publishers Press, Upon seeing political cartoonist Calvin Grondahl's doodles of afloating- 
assisted all he could, but the in-the-air Angel Moroni visitingjoseph Smith, savvy Sunstone signed a - - - 
bottom line was that SUNSTONE 

- 

had to pay its outstanding book deal. Curiously, Freeway to Perfection traversed only terrestrial 
printing - .  bills before Publishers territory, with nary a celestial glimpse, even of thatfounding angel. 
could print a new magazine. 

Without family obligations, 
Peggy was getting by on $150 a month. She lived in a garret 
bedroom, managed with no car, and cans of Diet Dr. Pepper 
often substituted for meals. Allen drew a much larger salary to 
support his family, but it was far less than he had made with 
CooperIRoberts. To cover the difference, he had been dipping 
into savings. Financially, the undertaking was a disaster for 
him. By the summer of 1980, one year after embarking full- 
time with Sunstone, Allen's savings were nearly spent. 
Sunstone was still not self-supporting, and now it could not 
even pretend to be able to pay Allen's salary Reluctantly, he 
and Peggy faced the financial facts. Allen resigned; the 
July-August 1980 issue was the last he co-edited. He returned 
to his architectural firm and ended his formal connection with 
the magazine that he had worked so hard to start long before it 
had put out its first issue, the issue that featured in full-color 
his article on Mormon art-glass windows. 

"It was difficult for me to leave," Allen confesses. "I cared 
deeply about what we were doing, and I knew I'd be returning 
to a professional life not nearly as exhilarating. In fact, it was 
partly because I missed Sunstone activities that I joined Jack 
and Linda Newell's editorial team of Dialogue in 1982. I tried to 

difficult financially It was difficult for Peggy and everybody 
Nobody got rich off SUNSTONE." 

Making that point in spades, as sort of a farewell gift, Allen 
loaned SUNSTONE $7,000 so that now editorlpublisher Peggy 
could print two completed printer-ready-but-cash-poor issues. 
As late as 1984, Allen's "bail-out" loan, paid down to $1,500, 
was still among SUNSTONE'S accounts payable. So were a 
$5,000 vote-of-confidence loan from Peggy's mother, 
Rosemary Bennett Fletcher, and other loans ranging from 
$1,000 to $3,000 from Jim Clark, John Ashton, Steve 
Christensen, and Ben Dibble. These were listed hopefully as 
"possible write-offs."15 When Daniel Rector took over 
SUNSTONEB finances in 1986, he asked Allen to make the un- 
paid balance a donation, and Allen did. 

Peggy Fletcher became editorlpublisher, and the tale of her 
six solo years is visionary, manic, compelling, infuriating, 
courageous, and nail-biting. Stay tuned. D 

Next issue: History of symposiums by Martha Sonntag Bradley. 

NOTES 
hang on as an unofficial advisor; but after awhile, it became 

1. Unless otherwise noted, statements attributed to the following individuals 'Iear that Peggy and the gang needed in come from interviews I conducted on the following dates; notes in my possession: 
their own image. It was an experiment, like being on a mission wamn Archer (25 Jan. 1999); Allen D. Roberts (6,8 Jan. 1999); John Sillito (21 
without purse or scrip. I don't regret it. I don't mind that it was Jan. 1999); Peggy Fletcher (Stack) (9 Jan. 1999); Lone Winder (Stromberg) (16, 
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17 Jan. 1999); Susan Staker, then Susan Staker Oman (19 Jan. 1999); and Mark 
Thomas (22, 25 Jan. 1999). The Sunstone Foundation papers are housed in 
Special Collections, Mamott Library, University of Utah, Salt Lake City. Those 
cited in this paper were uncataloged at the time. 

2. "Symposium Statistics," one-page typescript. In "Symposium" folder at 
the University of Utah. 

3. "Suggestions for Contributions by Sunstone Board Members . . . " in 
National Advisory Board folder. 

4. Richard Sherlock, "Campus in Crisis: BYU, 191 1," SUNSTONE, Jan.-Feb. 
1979, 10-16; Jan Shipps, "Writing about Modem Mormonism," SUNSTONE, 
Jan.-Feb. 1979, 42-48; Allen Roberts, "The 'Other' Endowment House: 
Unraveling a Mystery,'' SUNSTONE, July-Aug. 1978, 9-11; Allen D. Roberts, 
"Where Are the All-Seeing Eyes? The Orign, Use, and Decline of Early Mormon 
Symbolism," SUNSTONE, May-June 1979, 22-37; Ronald W Walker, "Crisis in 
Zion: Heber J. Grant and the Panic of 1893," SUNSTONE, Jan.-Feb. 1980,3S-34. 

5. Louise Degn, "Mormon Women and Depression," SUNSTONE, Mar.-Apr. 
1979, 16-26; Irene M. Bates, "Reflections: A Film about Women," SUNSTONE, 
May-June 1979, 38-43; Linda Sillitoe, "Church Politics and Sonia Johnson: The 
Central Conundrum," 5: 1 (Jan.-Feb. 1980): 35-42; Linda Wilcox. "The Mormon 
Concept of a Mother in Heaven," Sept .4ct .  1980, 9-15 and Grethe B. Peterson, 
"The Mormon Concept of a Mother in Heaven: A Personal Response," 16-17. 

6. Scott G. Kenney, "Personal and Social Morality in a Religious Context: 
Reinhold Niebuhr and the Mormon Experience," SUNSTONE, Mar.-Apr. 1980, 
19-24; Sterling M. McMumn, "Problems in Universalizing Mormonism," 
SUNSTONE, Dec. 1979, 9-17; Arthur Bassett, "Knowing, Doing, and Being: Vital 
Dimensions of the Mormon Experience,'' SUNSTONE, Dec. 1979, 64-67, Mark P 
Leone, "The Mormon Temple Experience," SUNSTONE, Sept.-Oct. 1979, 10-13; 
Edward H. Ashment, "The Book of Abraham Facsimiles: A Reappraisal," 
SUNSTONE, Dec. 1979, 3 3 4 8 ;  Hugh Nibley, "A Response," SUNSTONE, Dec. 
1979, 49-51, quotation from 49. 

7. Melod~e Moench Charles, "The Mormon Christianizing of the Old 
Testament," SUNSTONE, Nov.-Dec. 1980, 35-39, quotation from 39. 

8. Janice M. Allred, "If Thy Brother Sin Against Thee," SUNSTONE, 
Sept.-Oct. 1978,25-29; "Towards a More Spintual Christmas: In Defense of Santa 
Claus," SUNSTONE, Dec. 1979, 21-25; Levi S. Peterson, "A Mormon and 
Wilderness: The Saga of the Savages," SUNSTONE, Dec. 1979, 69-72; Richard D. 
Poll, "What the Church Means to People Like Me," SUNSTONE, July-Aug. 1980. 
15-20, reprinted from Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thougth 2 (winter 1967): 
107-17; Richard J. Cummings, "Some Reflections on the Mormon Identity Crisis," 
SUNSTONE, Dec. 1979,27-32. 

9. Thane Young, "Mixed Messages on the Negro Doctrine: An Interview with 
Lester Bush," SUNSTONE, May-June 1979, 8-15; "An Interview with Leonard 
Anington and Davis Bitton," SUNSTONE, July-Aug. 1979, 38-41; An Interview 
with David Gardner," SUNSTONE, May-June 1980, 10-16; uohn e and Susan 
Staker1,"An Interview with Omn Hatch, SUNSTONE, Sept.-Oct. 1980, 52-61; "An 
Interview with Kenneth Woodward," SUNSTONE, Sept.-Oct. 1980. 3 2 4 2 ;  [Peggy 
Fletcher and L. John Lewis], "An Interview with Wallace Stegner," SUNSTONE, 
Jan.-Feb. 1980,6-11. 

10. Warren, who did his first sculpture in 1991 with Ed Fraughton, fell in 
love with this medium and officially gave up being a designer for this new career 
at the end of 1998. At that point, he had been Dialogue's designer from 1984, the 
Mormon Alliance's since 1993, and theJourna1 of Mormon History's since 1991. He 
has also been a licensed massage therapist since 1987. 

11. Alan E Keele and Douglas F: Tobler, "The Fuhrer's New Clothes: Helmuth 
Hubener and the Mormons in the Third Reich," SUNSTONE, Nov.-Dec. 1980, 
20-29 and cover. 

12. Allen D. Roberts, "Where Are the All-Seeing Eyes? The Origin, Use, and 
Decline of Early Mormon Symbolism," SUNSTONE, May-June 1979, 22-37 and 
cover. 

13. James B. Allen and John Hams, " 'What Are You Doing Loolung Up Here?' 
Graffiti Mormon Style,'' SUNSTONE, Mar.-Apr. 1981, 2 7 4 0  and cover. 

14. Thomas G. Alexander, "The Reconst~ction of Mormon Doctrine: From 
Joseph Smith to Progressive Theology,"SUNSTONE, July-Aug. 1980, 24-33. It 
won the MHA prize for best article. 

15. "Debt Record September 27, 1984," one-page typescript, in Financial 
Records folder. This indebtedness was down from a total of $43,416 as of June 
1983 with $8,500 due to a bank, more than $4,400 due for rent on the Bennett 
Building, $13,500 in a newly signed note, and the rest distributed among five in- 
dividuals. "Sunstone Income and Expense Picture, June 1983." attached to 
"Meeting of the Sunstone Foundation Executive Committee," 6 July 1983, in 
National Advisory Board folder. 

THE TROUBLE 
WITH THINKING 

Long before he's a saint, plain Peter 
stands in the bow of his fishing boat, 
an image like an anchor in his mind. 
God knows what he thought 
to prompt such a drop, his soul 
like a tragic Titanic 
plungng into the dark. 
He must have felt 
the whole congregation 
watch as he stepped from the boat, 
as he hovered an instant 
before physics put its foot down. 
The cold twisting like plastic 
around his ankles, the hem of his gown 
sputtering like a wick 
before the candle goes out. 
No doubt Peter was a good man 
except for this thought I am thinking about, 
one the Bible's omniscience 
never explains, an impulse that makes 
a saint no different than the rest of us 
treading water. Suppose he couldn't shake 
a craving for fish while he tried 
to focus on heaven, or his nets 
needed mending or he worried- 
there's never enough time. 
Mary Magdeline's memory maybe 
caught him off guard, an image of feet 
in warm water. All we know 
is that Peter lost faith. 
The sea tried to swallow him. 
He thought 
and his thought was enough. 
The sea has an appetite. 

-DAVID FEELA 
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