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MADMAN OPENS FIRE IN FAMILY 
HISTORY LIBRARY PRESIDENT 

HINCKLEY URGES GUN CONTROL 
A CLINICALLY DEPRESSED and possibly paranoid schizophrenic 
man entered the LDS church's Family History Library on 15 April 
1999 and began shooting with a .22 caliber handgun. Sergei Babarin, 
a seventy-year-old Russian immigrant, killed two people and injured 
three others before being shot to death himself by Salt Lake City po- 
lice. Killed were library security guard Don Thomas, 62, of West 
Jordan, Utah, and library patron Patricia Irene Frengs, 55, of Pleasant 
Hill, California, according to the Deseret News. 

On Monday, 19 April, President Gordon B. Hinckley spoke at 
Thomas's funeral, offering his condolences and counseled that 
"This terrible incident becomes a warning to all of [the] ever-present 
danger" in society when mentally unstable people have easy access to 
guns. According to the Salt Lake Tribune, President Hinckley ex- 
pressed his sad amazement that "such a person" as Babarin, a man 
with a "warped mind," was permitted by society to "arm himself with 
an automatic weapon to cut down and kill . . ." To Thomas's family 
and loved ones and the other one thousand people attending the fu- 
neral, President Hinckley said there are no answers why the grandfa- 
ther of twelve, a man just two months short of retirement, was taken 
from life. 

"We cannot live and work in a bunker mentality," President 

Hinckley continued. "Ths entire episode was gruesome . . . and we 
hope never to experience it again." The president further told how he 
had often exchanged greetings with Thomas, whom Hinckley called 
a self-effacing man. "It was never expected that he would be asked to 
gve his life." 

The library re-opened to somber staff and patrons the Monday of 
Thomas's funeral. Nearly one dozen counselors from LDS Social 
Services were on hand to assist any people having difficulty coping 
with the tragedy. 

Babarin had been treated for mood disorders, but according to 
news reports, had stopped talung his medication. Further, Babarin 
had previously been charged with a felony weapons violation that he 
had plea bargained to a misdemeanor. After a street altercation, police 
had confiscated a gun from Babarin, but because Babarin's crime was 
reduced to a misdemeanor, he was legally able to purchase a gun 
identical to the confiscated one less than one month later. It was this 
second weapon with which Babarin terrorized library visitors. 

The day of Thomas's funeral, Dave Jones (D), minority leader in 
the Utah state House of Representatives, called upon Utah Governor 
Mike Leavitt (R) to call a special session of the legislature to address 
the availability of weapons to mentally unstable persons. That same 
day, Leavitt responded that no such session was needed and that 
Utahns needed to take time to reflect on government's role in re- 
ducing violence. The following day, Tuesday, 20 April, fifteen people 
died in a shooting spree at Columbine High School in Littleton, 
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Colorado. After this honific tragedy, Leavitt 
called upon the legislature's interim commit- 
tees to study gun issues for ninety days and 
then report to him. Then the governor will 
consider calling a special legislative session. 

SALT LAKE SELLS MAIN 
STREET BLOCK TO LDS 

CHURCH 

SURPRISING RESIDENTS of Salt Lake City, 
the LDS church and mayor Dee Dee Corradini 
announced on 1 December 1998 plans to 
close to traffic a section of Main Street be- 
tween North and South Temple Streets, ac- 
cording to the Deseret News. And on 13 April 
1999, the city counsel approved the sale of 
the city street to the Church for $8.1 million. 

The section of Main Street divides Temple 
Square from the block with the Church ad- 
ministration buildings, including the Church 
Office Building and the Toseph Smith 
Memorial ~ u i l d i n ~  (the former ~ o t e l  Utah). 
A December 1998 Church press release listed potential benefits to the 
city from the street's closure. Benefits included: expansion of the gar- 
dens of Temple Square "to provide pleasant meandering walkways . . . 
and space uniquely designed for cultural events" and that will en- 
hance visitors' experiences in the state's capital city; increasing public 
safety for pedestrians moving between various points downtown; 
and allowing the Church to expand its underground parking facility 
in the area. The press release also noted that "professional traffic con- 
sultants" determined that the closure will have only minimal impacts 
on downtown automobile traffic. 

But as the public debated the closure in the months between its 
announcement and its final approval, all of the purported benefits 
were called into question and religion entered the debate. 

"If the Catholics or Baptists wanted to buy this section of Main 
Street, you would say absolutely not," Heather Dora1 told the city 
council, according to the Salt Lake Tribune. "This is public property. 
Shouldn't this be the end of the matter for the the Mormon Church as 
well?" 

In voting to approve selling the street to the Church, the city 
council also approved an easement reservation that would revert the 
land to public ownership if the Church denies public access to the 
space. Still, the Church is granted the right to restrict smoking, as- 
sembling, picketing, and other activities. Commissioner Craig 
Mariger complained about giving the Church these rights. "This 
doesn't sound like public space to me. It sound like an annex to 
Temple Square." 

In approving the sale, the city council voted along religous lines, 
5-2. 

Proposals to close the section of Main Street have been around 
since 1962. For years, however, Main Street merchants have op- 
posed the closure, fearing that the reduced traffic would hurt their 
businesses. But in a controversial 1996 decision that irked many of 
these same Main Street merchants, the city decided to run its new 
light rail transit system along downtown Main Street. The tracks 
have now been laid, though the system is not yet operational, and 
the street's traffic is now dramatically reduced. And after the past 
two years of massive Main Street construction, the Deseret News 

reports that many Main Street merchants are now supportive of 
closing the street section and creating a pedestrian avenue there. 
"This will create a place, and what makes uniqueness is place," city 
Community and Economic Development Director Stuart Reid told 
the News. 

ANTHRAX HOAX HITS CHURCH OFFICES 
A PACKAGE WITH A NOTE saylng the parcel contained anthrax was 
found 3 March 1999 in the mail room of the LDs Church Office 
Building. Three employees were taken to a hospital as a precau- 
tionary measure, the Deseret News reported. 

According to Church spokesperson Dale K. Bills, "The package 
and wording were similar to other packages distributed around the 
Salt Lake Valley" in the previous couple of weeks. Some if not all of 
the mysterio;s "anthrax" packages were postmarked from 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

Bills said that the hoax did not interrupt Church administration 
except for mail processing. 

The day before the Church Office Building scare, Neil J. 
Gallagher, FBI assistant director in charge of the national security di- 
vision, had been quoted in an Associated Press story as saying that 
anthrax threats are almost a daily occurrence in the United States. 
Gallagher expressed fear that, because of the threats, Americans will 
cease to take anthrax terrorism as a real possibility 

MAN CONVICTED OF 
TORCHING CHURCHES 

A FORMER CHURCH OF CHRIST minister who had an eight-year 
affair with a LDS organist in Albuquerque, New Mexico, was con- 
victed on 23 March 1999 of ten counts of vandalism against LDS 
church property. One church, valued at $2.5 million, was destroyed 
by fire in June 1998. The Salt Lake Tribune reported that Walter Gene 
Grassie, 49, faces sentencing in June of this year. Prosecutors expect 
Grassie to receive a prison sentence of at least fifteen. 

Bob Gorence, a First Assistant U.S. Attorney, told the Associated 
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Press that this case is indeed sad: "Here's a man who's successful, at 
the top of his whole life-and then he just loses it." The breakup of 
Grassie's affair with Sharlene Jensen provoked his crimes. The prose- 
cution contended that Grassie blamed the LDs church for the breakup 
because of Mormon teachings that convinced Jensen to ultimately for- 
sake Grassie and stay in her marriage to her husband, Buddy Jensen. 

M O M O N  MOTHERS SUE TO HALT 
SCHOOL PRAYERS 

THROUGHOUT THE 1990s, Mormons have often found themselves 
on the conservative side of United States politics. For example, 
Mormons can be counted on to vote en masse for Republicans, to 
support proposed constitutional amendments banning abortions and 
outlawing flag burning, and to oppose gay clubs in public schools. 
Also, Mormons of the '90s typically favor prayers in schools. Ironic it 
is. then. that two LDS mothers recently joined with the American , < 

civil Liberties Union in Sante Fe, Texas, to prevent local schools from 
allowing public prayers and other public endorsements of religion. 

The New Orleans Times-Picayune reported that the 5th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the Mormon mothers, ban- 
ning school prayers from athletic events. 

The court noted that the predominant religion had been unfairly 
supported by school officials. One seventh-grade teacher, for in- 
stance, had passed out in class notices for a Christian revival. When 
this teacher learned of one student's being LDS, the teacher con- 

of bogus petitions, questionnaires, individual interrogation or down- 
right snooping." School officials had been threatened by the court 
with contempt, according to the Times-Picayune. 

"It's not so much that other people's religion offended them," 
Debora Perky said in the Times-Picayune. Perky is a former ACLU 
regonal director who helped prepare the case. "They just wanted the 
school out of it. There had been several instances where their own 
religion had been called into question, and they wanted the schools 
to get out of religon, even if it had been their own religion being 
pushed." 

Of related interest, a non-Mormon family has sued the Madison 
School District in eastern Idaho to prevent school prayers. Courts 
have thus far ruled that the school district may indeed allow prayers, 
though the case is still under appeal. Mormonism is the predominant 
religion in the area, and the non-Mormon plaintiffs in the case have 
remained anonymous to avoid community wrath. 

demned Mormonism as an evil, non-Christian cult. The Church has embarked on a two-year mission to supply U.S. libraries 
Throughout the legal proceedings, the two mothers and their and universities with accurate information about Mormonism. 

three children have remained anonymous so as to avoid community 
backlash. The court noted that school officials and other community 
persons had tried to discover the identity of the plaintiffs "by means 

CHURCH DONATES BOOKS, 
OTHER RESOURCES 

P E O P L E  
D E A T H  

Emeritus general authority and 
president of the Salt Lake Temple since 
1996, Elder Carlos E. Asay passed 
away 10 April 1999 at age 72. He had 
served as the senior member of the 
presidency of the Seventy and as presi- 
dent of the Church's Europe Area in the 
late 1980s. Elder Asay was born in 
Monroe, Utah, in 1926. At the 
University of Utah, he had lettered in 
basketball for four years and later 
earned a Ph.D. in education. He was a veteran of World War 11. 
Elder Asay rnamed Colleen Webb on 20 October 1947. Suffering a 
massive heart attack on 5 April, Elder Asay was hospitalized for 
five days prior to his death. 

T R A N S F E R  

Renowned Mormon historian D. Michael Quinn has said for 
quite some tlme that he would complete h ~ s  projects at hand and 
then take a sabbatical from Mormon studies. The awaited day has 
amved. Quinn's second edition of Early Mormonism and the Magic 
World View is off the press, and he recently presented a second edi- 
tion manuscript of 1. Reuben Clark: The Church Years to Signature 
Books. His work done, Quinn is currently living in Mexlco and 
plans to remain there indefinitely 

THE CHURCH HAS BEGUN a two-year project to donate informa- 
tional resources to libraries and colleges in the United States. The ef- 
fort is in response to a study that revealed that many of the 
institutions the Church is targeting currently have only information 
that incorrectly portrays LDS history and doctrine, according to the 
Ricks College Scroll. 

Books and other reference materials being supplied to the select in- 
stitutions include the Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Faith: The Essence of 
True Religion by President Gordon B. Hinckley, Joseph Smith and the 
Beginnings of Mormonism by Richard L. Bushman, the Church's triple 
combination of canonized works, several video cassettes about 
Church history and a Latter-day Saint library on CD-ROM, which 
includes more than one hundred LDS reference works. 

FAMILY HISTORY ARCHIVES 
TO GO ONLINE 

AMID RUMORS AND SECRECY, the Church has announced that in 
March or April 1999, a portion of its vast genealogcal library will be- 
come accessible via the Internet. The announcement has family his- 
torians ecstatic. "Online genealogsts have been hoping and praylng 
for this quite some time," said Terrence Day, a Mormon who writes a 
genealogy column for a Washington state newspaper. 

The Salt Lake Tribune reported that cyberspace channels were 
abuzz with gossip in early March 1999 about the possibility of the li- 
brary's going online. Because of the hubbub, the Church "reluctantly, 
and quietly, posted a terse statement about the service on its official 
Web site, www.lds.org," reported the Tribune. Church spokesperson 
Mike Otterson confirmed to the newspaper that the statement had 
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been prompted by the rampant speculation but that the Church 
would have nothing to add until the service was up and running. 

The statement read in part: "Sometime in March or April 1999, 
the church . . . will conduct a brief beta test of a new genealogcal ser- 
vice for the Internet. . . . The church believes this service will greatly 
enhance the way people trace their family history." 

Karen Clifford, president of Genealogical Research Associates, told 
the Tribune a select group of top researchers had been told about the 
eventuality of the online service about a month before the rumors 
began flymg. However, the Church had asked those so informed to 

Pioneer Home to Be Razed. A 149-year-old Centerville, Utah, 
home will soon be demolished to make way for a suburban neigh- 
borhood. The home had been built by John Ford Sr., an orignal 
settler in the community twenty miles north of Salt Lake City. Ford's 
descendants continued to reside in the home until 1967. But cur- 
rent owners Jim and Bonita Robertson say they do not have the half 
million dollars needed to restore the old structure. When the 
Robertsons purchased the home for $250,000 in 1998, they ex- 
pected to restore and live in it. But a structural engineer's analysis 
ended their plans-hence, the planned subdivision. 

California LDS Institute Bombed. An explosion shattered 
glass and blew a door off its hinges on 9 March 1999 at an Arcata, 
California, Institute of Religion. The building, 250 miles north of 
San Francisco near Humboldt State University, was unoccupied at 
the time and no one was hurt. James Mitchell, the institute's di- 
rector, said no threats had been received and no motive was known 
for the act. FBI agents have no suspects. 

Mormon Legislators in Arizona Feud over Gay Rights. In 
a legislative hearing, two Republicans with ties to the LDs church 
sparred publicly over homosexuality and its social ramifications. 
The debate was continued in the Arizona Republic by others on both 
sides of the issue. Representative Karen Johnson (R-Mesa) was 
sponsoring HB 2524, a proposal to forbid any Arizona government 
entity from granting domestic partner benefits to its employees. A 
legal marriage would be necessary to entitle an employee's partner 
to receive health insurance and other benefits. Johnson, a Mormon, 
was defending her bill when she started speakmg about the perils of 
homosexuality to American society When she finished, another 
legislator, Representative Steve May (R-east Phoenix) challenged 
her statements and called Johnson a liar, for which he later apolo- 
gized. May had been reared a Mormon, according to the Republic, 
and he is the only openly gay Republican legislator in Arizona. 

The Republic ran a feature story about the brouhaha and later ran 
opinion pieces by other Mormons both in support and opposed to 
Johnson's legislation. As of press time, HB2524 was still awaiting 
action in the Arizona House of Representatives. 

Convicted Sex Offender Called on Mission. m August 
1998, the Utah Board of Pardons freed a twenty-three-year-old, un- 
confessing-but-convicted child molester who was quizzed by board 
chair Michael Sibbett about his religious beliefs and his desire to 
serve a Mormon mission. Sibbett told the Salt Lahe Tribune that in 
his nine years on the Board of Pardons, he could not recall another 
case in which a sex offender in denial was released early and not re- 
quired to obtain counseling. But Sibbett added, "We saw Mr. 
[Shonn M.] Ricks as an extremely low risk to society" 

not let the secret out. About the future site, Clifford said, "I do know 
some things about it, but I am not privileged to discuss it. 

POLYGAMY SAID TO BE HERE TO STAY 
WHAT DO AN ISRAELI SCHOLAR and a Utah state legislator have 
in common? Both believe that polygamy will be a permanent fixture 
in Utah society 

Utah polygamy gained attention throughout the United States in 
1998 when a badly beaten, runaway, fifteen-year-old girl stumbled 

The unusual case made local headlines only after the LDS father 
of the abused child went public in his opposition to Ricks's March 
1999 mission call. 

Ricks, of Benson, Utah, had served fourteen months of two zero- 
to-five-year terms when he was released from prison and subse- 
quently called to Chile. Elder John H. Groberg, of the First Quorum 
of the Seventy, had interviewed Ricks and cleared him to serve a 
mission. Elder Groberg later visited the victim's father, apparently to 
try to convince him to support Ricks's call. The Church revoked the 
mission call when the victim's father, in his persistent opposition to 
Ricks's serving a mission, notified the Tribune. In a statement to the 
Tribune, the Church said: "The church does not call convicted child 
sex abusers on missions. In this case, normal procedures appear not 
to have been followed. The call has been withdrawn." 

Sunday School Time Capsule Opened. On 1 April 1999, 
President Gordon B. Hinckley, joined by Sunday School President 
Harold G. Hillam and counselors Heil Andersen and John 
Groberg, opened a time capsule, which commemorated the 
Sunday School's 1949 cen- 
tennial. Among the many 
items inside the box-which 
had been built from thirty-nine 
pieces of wood, one from each 
of the Church's 1949 mis- 
sions-was a centennial scrap- 
book in which President 
Hinckley found a photo of him- 
self. Holding the photo to the 
view of five hundred in the 
Joseph Smith Memorial 
Building audience, President 
Hinckley said, "Look at that- 
my hair's fuller and I'm much 
wiser than I feel now" 

President Hinckley and the Sunday 
School General Presidency open a 

1949 time capsule. 

Church Rushing Supplies to Kosovo Refugees. In a 
General Conference announcement on 3 April 1999, President 
Gordon B. Hinckley announced that humanitarian supplies were 
being readied for shipment to Kosovar refugees in Macedonia. "At 
this moment, our hearts reach out to the brutalized people of 
Kosovo," the president said. He also spoke of how it is difficult for 
Latter-day Saints to understand how Christians could treat other 
humans the way Serbians have treated the Kosovars. "I am grateful 
that we are rushing humanitarian aid to the victims of these atroci- 
ties." Seven forty-foot containers with one hundred tons of blankets 
and clothing will be sent through Greece to Macedonia and distrib- 
uted to refugees by Mercy Corps, a Christian relief organization. 
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into a rural Utah gas station 
asking for police and saying 
that she had been forced by 
her father to become the fif- 
teenth wife of her uncle. 
(See SUNSTONE Sept. 1998, 
"Mormon Polygamy Cap- 
turing World's Attention.) 
Since then, Utah politicians 
have publicly discussed 
strategies for curbing the 
unconstitutional practice, 
and President Gordon B. 
Hinckley has assured ques- 
tioning reporters that the LDS 
church has nothing to do 
with polygamy. 

But Joseph Ginat, a 
Utah State Representative University of Haifa pro- 

David Zolman says polygamy is fessor who co-authored 
one of Utah's strengths. Polygamous Families in 

Contemporary Society (see 
SUNSTONE Mar. 1998, 

'Yours, Mine, and Ours"), noted in a University of Utah lecture that 
Utah polygamy continues to grow despite Church and state efforts to 
the contrary Polygamists in Utah have large numbers of children, 
and polygamists are successful proselyters, reported the Deseret News. 

Meanwhile, Utah Representative David Zolman has been publicly 
arguing that not onli should Utah cease all efforts to- thwart 
polygamy, but that the state should amend its constitution to make 
the practice legal. Not surprisingly, Zolman is "the new darling of 
Utah polygamists," according to the Salt Lake Tribune. 

"Polygamy, if it's regarded by some as scandalous, by others it's re- 
garded as one of our strengths," Zolman said in a meeting with po- 
lygamists and a television crew from the Fox network. For the 
legislator, polygamy is a civil rights rather than religious issue. 

"My intent is to enfranchise a group of people who are Americans. . . 
and who have as much right to access state government as anyone else." 

I M O R M O N  M E D I A  I M A G E  I 

ON THE WIRE 

A NEWSWEEK ONLINE EDITION recently ran a section entitled 
"Where Wired Is A Way of Life." in which Salt Lake City was fea- 
tured among other locals as one geographical nexus of high tech 
industries. Noting that the Wasatch Front is home to some twenty- 
one hundred high-tech firms and a large, well-educated work- 
force, Newsweek stated that Salt Lake City "ranks first in the nation 
in the proportion of households with personal compute-nearly 
65 percent-partly because PCs are ideal for the genealogical 
recordkeeping important to Mormons." On the downside for Salt 
Lake's upstart companies, "there's not much of a network of 
wealthy angel investors, and the 10 percent tithe to the church 
cuts into available funds. But with growing interest from out of 
state investors, no one's losing sleep." 

PI-esident Gordon B. Hinckley has announced plans to 
reconstruct the Nauvoo Temple 

NA W O O  TEMPLE TO BE REBUILT 
IN THIS ERA OF TEMPLE BUILDING, an announcement about 
yet one more temple to be built should hardly come as a sur- 
prise. But as the Church's 169th Annual General Conference 
drew toward conclusion on 4 April 1999, President Hinckley 
shocked attendees and viewers worldwide when he said, "I feel 
impressed to announce that among all the temples we are con- 
structing, we plan to rebuild the Nauvoo Temple. . . . A member 
of the Church and his family have provided a very substantial 
contribution to make this possible. We are grateful to them. It 
will be a while before it happens but the architects have begun 
their work." The Deseret News reported that missionaries and 
other members at the Nauvoo Illinois Stake Center broke into 
gasps, claps, and sobs at the announcement. Afterward, mis- 
sionaries gathered to the original temple site for spontaneous 
hymn singing. Although the Church is yet to make specific an- 
nouncements about precisely where the temple will be built and 
what it will look like, various news sources have speculated that 
the temple will be built on the original temple site and that it 
will resemble the original building. 

In related temple-building news, with so many new temples has 
come a shortage of temple clothing. The demand for such white 
clothing has proved impossible for the Church's Beehive Clothing to 
satisfy. The Church, according to the Deseret News, has begun con- 
tracting with private clothiers to provide white shirts, pants, dresses, 
and ties, allowing Beehive Clothing to focus on making ceremonial 
apparel. An employee at the Church's mail order department told the 
News that it will be at least five months before Utah's Wasatch Front 
residents will be able to again purchase the clothing. 
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BYU STUDENTS 
RESURRECT BROTHER 

BRIGHAM, SORT OF 

A group of engineering students at Brigham 
Young University has recreated the school's 
namesake-or at least a robotic rendition of 
Brigham Young. The life-size, moving, talkmg 
robot was, according to the Salt Lake Tribune, 
the most popular engineering project on dis- 
play at the university on 9 April 1999. 

The Brigham Young robot was part of 
Capstone, the Integrated Product and Process 
Design Course that all senior engineering stu- 
dents must complete. The students are 

syringes nearby, Propst believed the reports. 
Nevertheless, the former missionary reported 
~ L S  captors would get drunk and tell the two 
elders they were the best kidnappees ever. 

On the fifth day, the Russians surprised 
the missionaries by driving them forty miles 
in the countryside. The missionaries were 
commanded to lie down. Propst fully ex- 
pected to be executed, but the Russians said, 
"Wait two minutes, and you can leave." After 
fleeing to safety, Propst and Tuttle spent three 
days in a German hospital. They provided 
information to authorities that led to appre- 
hension of the kidnappers. One was sen- 
tenced to four years in prison, another, to 
one year. The other three were released with 

divided into teams at the beginning of the Thanks to modem technology, suspended sentences. 
academic year. Each team must research, Brother Brigham lives again. Of the experience, Propst said, "It 
design, and build a project of its choosing; changed my life. You don't know how good 
additionally, the students must recruit and secure funding for their your life is until it's taken away from you." 
projects from outside the university, the Tribune reported. Captsone's 
intent is to gve students a non-university type of experience in the CHURCH TO CONSTRUCT MOUNTAIN 
rigors of engineering. 

The Brigham Young robot consists of a mannequin, wired inter- 
nally and gven an aluminum frame that allows it limited movement. 
In the project's presentation, the Brigham Young moved its head and 
right arm while delivering a recorded message about how it was con- 
structed. The project cost $12,000 and will be used by the university 
to recruit students to BYU. 

Other projects built for Capstone include a workstation for Amy 
Renae Mahler, an artist from Fruitland, Idaho. Mahler is paralyzed 
from her neck down, and she paints by holding a brush in her teeth. 
Mahler purchased her new workstation from BYU for one dollar 

MISSIONARIES WERE 
"BEST KIDNAPPEES EVER" 

ANDREW PROPST is a former LDS missionary who, with his com- 
panion Travis Tuttle, was kidnapped in Russia on 18 March 1998 and 
held for ransom for five days before being released by his captors. 
Propst, now a student at Portland State University in Oregon. told an 
Associated Press reporter about his ordeal. 

- 
Propst described going to the home of a Russian who had ex- 

pressed interest in the Church. But there, the two missionaries were 
beaten unconscious with a baseball bat, then handcuffed so tightly 
that a year later, Propst still does not have feeling in his right hand. 

"When I asked them to loosen them [the handcuffs], they 
smacked me again. My concern was that I was going to lose my 
hands. . . . When I couldn't stand it anymore and started bawling, 
they put a gun to my head and threatened to shoot me." 

After being moved to a rural shack, Propst and Tuttle were blind- 
folded and handcuffed to a radiator, where they spent five days. The 
Russian captor-four men and one woman-at one point told the 
missionaries they were demanding two thousand dollars ransom. 
Propst laughed and said he was worth more than that. But actually, 
the Russians demanded $300,000 ransom. Adhering to U.S. policy, 
the LDS church refused to pay the sum. 

Propst told the A.P that the captors would periodically turn on a 
radio to hear news about the Church's willingness to pay the ransom. 
From the radio, Propst learned the ludnappers planned to la11 the two 
missionaries unless their demands were met, and seeing rat poison and 

MEADOWS MEMORIAL 
IN SEPTEMBER 1990, descendants of both the victims and the perpe- 
trators of the 1857 Mountain Meadows Massacre joined in dedicating a 
monument to those who had been kdled in the tragedy President 
Gordon B. Hinckley, then first councilor in the First Presidency, offered 
the dehcatory prayer for the monument. But in 1998, President 
Hinckley returned to the site and found it in disrepair. "I did not like 
what I saw I was embarrassed at the condition. . . I was ashamed," the 
president later told victims' 
descendants in a 30 October 
1998 meeting of the Moun- 
tain Meadows Association. 
President Hinckley pledged 
that the Church would build a 
respectful, appropriate monu- 
ment to the deceased. 

"They finally have a man 
in the [Church] president's 
seat that knows the story and In pt-eparation for  a new monument, 
understands the pain and an- researchers lookfor burial sites at  
guish that a lot of the families Mountain Meadows. 
are still going through," Ron 
Loving was quoted in the Salt Lake Tribune. Loving, a member of the 
Mountain Meadows Association and a descendent of thirteen of the 
massacred victims, was moved by President Hinckley's support and 
by what many in the meeting took to be the Church's most direct 
apology for the tragedy 

"NO one knows fully what happened at Mountain Meadows," 
President Hinckley was recorded in the meeting's minutes as saymg. 
"But we express our regrets over what happened there and we all 
need to put this behind us." 

The Church and the Mountain Meadows Association plan to 
begin building a new, park-like monument in spring 1999 and hope 
to complete construction during the summer. Glen Leonard, director 
of the Church's Museum of Church Histonr and Art. told the Tribune. 
"It will cost whatever it costs and we will do it so it's nice." Loving 
told the Tribune that President Hinckley had told him the monument 
may cost as much as $200,000. 
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