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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP FOR HIS WIFE’S BUTTE, R

F OR the young Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, the late 1830s exploded into difficulties.
Mobs forced the Saints to flee at gunpoint from

Kirtland to Missouri, then agaic~ from Missou~-i
Nauvoo. The trials of those upheavals caused many
prominent leaders--men of th~ caliber of
Cowdery, Dawid Whitmer, Warren Parrish, Frederick
Williams, W. W. Phelps--to lose faith and their Church
standing. One of the saddest of those failings away was
the disaffection of Thomas Baldwin Marsh, first
President of the Quorum of the Twelve.

Marsh’s eventual excommunication seems all tln~,
more tragic because of the pettiness of the problems
which provoked it. Apostle George A. Smith relates the
suprisingly trivial events which led to President Marsh’s
falling away’

When the saints were living in Far West, the wife of
Marsh and Sister Harris [wife of George Washington
Harrisl agreed to exchange milk, in order to enable each
of them to make a larger cheese than they could do
separetely. Each was to take the other the "strippings" as
well as the rest of the milk. Mrs. Harris performed her
pact of the agreement, but Mrs. Marsh kept a pint of
"strippings"from each cow. When this became known
the matter w.as brought before the Teachers, and these
decided against Mrs. Marsh. An appeal was taken to the
Bishop. He sustained the Teachers. If Marsh had obeyed
the R.evelation and governed his house in humility and
with steadfastness, he would have righted the wrong
done, but instead of doing so, he appealed to the High
Council. Marsh, who at the t~me was President of the
Twelve, possibly thought that the Council would favor
him, but that body confirmed the Bishop’s decision. He
was not yet satisfied, but appealed to the First
Presidency, and Joseph, the Prophet, and his two
Counselors consented to review the case. They approved
the finding of the High Council. Was Marsh satisfied
then? No. With the persistency of Lucifer himself, he
declared that he would uphold the character of his wife,

"even if he had to go to hell for it.’’~

The unfavorable court ruling toward Sister Marsh
apparently infuriated her husband to the point that he
sought retaliation against the Church. With the
assistance of Apostle Orson Hydex Marsh put together

affidavits claiming Mormons were {errorizing the Far
West area. The most serious of the Marsh-Hyde
statements was that "the saints had among them a
company, considered true Mormons, ca[’,ed the Danites,
who haw_~ taken an oath to support the heads of the
Church in all things that they say or do, whdher riy~ht or
wr~ .... On Saturday last, I am informed by the
Mor~mons, that they had ~ meeting at Far West, at which
they appointed a company of twelve, by ~he name of the
’Destruction Company,’ for the purpose of burning .and
destroying .... The Prophet inculcates the notion, and it
is believed by every true Mormon, that Smith’s
prophecies are super:ior to the law of the land.’’s

The Marsh-Hyde statements, coupled with erroneous
intelligence communiications, led Missouri Governor L.
W_ Boggs to believe reports that "Captain Bogart and all
hi~;, comp~ny, amounting to between fifty and sixty men
were massacred by the Mormons at Buncombe, twelve
miles north of Richmond .... Last night they expected
Richmond to be laid in ashes this morning.., we know
not the hour or minute we will be laid in ashes---our
coventry is ruined--for God"s sake give us assistance, as
quick, as possible.’’a The governor’s response was the
infamou~5 "Mormon Extermination (,)rder" issued
October 2_7, 1838. This executive order directed that
"the Mormons must be treated as enemies, and must be
exterminated or driven from the state if necessary for
public peace--their outrages are beyond all
descriptions.’’s

An immediate result of Bogg’s order was the massacre
of seventeen Mormon men and boys at Haun’s Mill.
Fearing reprisals from Far West Saints. for the brutal
murders, Thomas Marsh fled the area and went into
hiding. He was officially excommunicated five months
later, March 17, 18.39. John Taylor related eighteen
years; later that "he has been all the time since then afraid
of his life--afraid the ’Mormons would kill him; and he
du~rst not let them know where he was.’"°

’The 1850s were especially hard times for Marsh. His
wife died, and the former apostle suffered a series of
strokes which left k~im partly paralyzed. During his
recovery from this illness, he experienced a change of
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heart towards the Church and determined to travel west
and ioin with the Saints. He later discussed his estrange-
ment:

I know that I was a very stiff-necked man, and I felt,
for the first four or five years especially, that I would
never return to the Church; but towards the latter
part of the time, I began to wake up and be sensible
that I was being chastised by the Almighty; and I felt to
realize the language of Jeremiah concerning Ephraim
in the last days where he says, "Is Ephraim my dear son?
Is he a pleasant child? For since I spake against him, I do
earnestly remember him still; therefore my bowels are
troubled for him. I will surely have mercy on him saith
the Lord".... Thinks I, this language suits my condition.
I then thought, I will go back and see if the Lord will heal
me.7 Well, where shall I go, was the next question, roger
a response to this desire? The answer was, Go to the
President of the Church--to the mouthpiece of God, and
then you can be taught, and there will be no difficulty in
learning the mind and will of God.~

His approach to Brigham Young was unorthodox. By
way of conciliation, Marsh sent to President Young a
"revelation" he claimed to have received for the Prophet.
The letter is as surprising in its doctrinal attitudes asin
its spelling:

Behold I say unto thee Brigham Young! Where is the
servant of the Lord, Thomas Marsh, Chief of the 12 to
whom the Lord gave the keys of the kingdom? from
whom they have not been taken, who was driven out
from among you because of the iniquity of his
brethren who hunted for his blood but did not obtain it
because his life was hid with Christ in god, because he
had made the Lord, who was the god of David, his
habitation .... "

Marsh’s "revelation" contained explicit directions as
to just how Thomas B. Marsh was to be treated:

Now if ye would prosper in the land which the Lord, they
god hath given thee ye shale spedily take with thee two
wise & faithful servants of the Lord and go to the land of
Missouri and inquire in the County of Howard for his
son Edward Marsh, who will, if ye are prudent direct you
to his father; but if ye act not discretely he will fear lest
ye seek the life of his father, and withhold from thee the

desired informatio.n. Behold ye shale take with you
means for his conveyance and an outfit to this place and
ye shale confer with him in a kind and friendly manner
and he shall rejoice and be glad to see you for I will
prepare his mind for the meeting and ye shale shew unto
him this writing and when all things are in rediness he
wile accompany you and ye shale bring him to this land
even to your chief City. And ye shale call together the
Congregations of the faithful and when they are
assembled ye shall take this your brother and shale stand
forth with him in the sight of them all and thus shall ye
present him unto them, saying Let us rejoice and be glad
for this our brother was dead and is alive! was, lost and is
found.
Marsh’s conception of his contribution to the Church

was grandiose:

Then behold thou Brigham that with two others,
faithful servants shale lay thy hands upon his head with
prayer and consecrate him to the office of High Priest of
the Most high god to Minister to the spiritual wants of
the Church And this thy Brother and thou Brigham and
one more whom the Lord shale appoint shale by and
constitute a Counsil which shale be called the supreme
Council on earth to councel togeather on all important
matters relating to the welfare of Israel. And inasmuch
as the Supreme Council shale walk humbly and
righteously before the Lord they shale obtain the word
of the Lord through the mouth of Thomas for he is
accepted of the Lord. and in asmuch as ye attend
faithfully and diligently to these things iniquity shall be
rooted out of the Church, and thine enemies shale ceace
out of the land and ye shale be the head and not the foot!
but if ye do not these things which I have commanded
none of these blessing shale be enjoyed by you but ye
shale ceace to be a people.

Now therefore see ye to it! that ye shew not this epistle
to any until ye return with thy brother then ye shale read
all of this to the assembled multitude and let all the
Church say Amen.Q

In an apparent reference to Marsh’s correspondence,
President Heber C. Kimball related: "His wife is now
dead and damned. She led him some eighteen years; and
as soon as she died he came to Winter Quarters--now
Florence, and has written to us, pleading for mercy. We

He declared that he would uphold the
character of his wife "even if he had to go to hell for it."
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have extended it to him, and he will !probably be here this
season or next.’’10

Shortly after his arrival in Council Bluffs, Marsh
suffered another stroke. His recovery was slow, but as
soon as his strength would allow he addressed the
Winter" Quarters Saints: "Look at me and see the result
of apostasy; had I been faithful to my calling as the
President of the Twelve, I would now occupy the
position that Brigham Young does, as President of the
Church.’’11 On the journey west he was rebaptized in
Papyo Creek under the directi.on o!-" "Presidents Taylor
and Snow.’’12

In Salt Lake City Marsh was invited by President
Brigham Young to address the assembled Saints in the
Bowery on Sunday, September 6, 1857. After a brief
introduction by President Young, Marsh rehearsed the
the afflictions that had plagued him:

He loved me too much to let me go without whipping. I
have seen the hand of the Lord in the chastisement
which I have received. I have seen and know that it has
prow_~d that he loved me; for if l~e had not cared anything
about me, he would not have taken me by the arms and
giw?n me such a shaking .... Many have said to me
"how is it that a man like you, who understood so much
of the revelations of God as recorded in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, should fall away?" I told them
not to feel too secure, but to take heed lest they should
also fall; for | had no scruples in my mind as to the
possibility of men falling away .... You will not then
think nor feel for a moment as you did before you lost the
Spirit of Christ for when men apostatize, they are left to
grovel in the dark ..... I have frequently wanted to know
how my apostacy began, and I have come to the
conclusion that I have lost the Spirit of the Lord out of
my heart.~

John Taylor described Marsh as "a poor decrepid,
broken down old man . . . one of his arms hangs
down."~4 Standing woefully before the Saints, Marsh
must have been an impressive s!ight to those who
believed his condition the result of divine chastisement.
Brigham Young could not resist the opportunity at this
time to compare himself physically with Marsh:

He ]has told you that he is an old man. Do you think that I
am an old man? I could prove to this congregation that |
am young; for I could find mor~. girls who would choose
me for a husband than can any of the young men... What
do you think the difference is between his age and mine?
One year and :seven months to a day.~S...When brother
Thomas thought of returning to the Church, the
plurality of wives troubled him a good deal. Look at him.
Do you think it need to? I do not; for I doubt whether he
could get one wife. Why it should have troubled an
infirm old man like him is not for me to say.~°

Despite his infirmities, Marsh expressed sincere
repentance and recommitment to the Church. He
presented an impassioned plea for acceptance to the
gathered Saints:

I have come here to get good society--to get your
fellowship; I want your God to be my God, and I want to
live with you for ever, in time and eternity. 1 never want
to forsake the people of God any more. I want to have
your confidence, and I want to be one in the house of
God. 17

Brigham Young was skeptical of his sincerity. At the
conclusion of Marsh’s remarks, President Young
pointed out:

I considered brother Marsh a great man; [cut as soon as I
became acquainted with him, I saw that the weakness of
the flesh was visibly manifest in him. l saw that he was
ignorant and shattered in his under,’~tanding. He
manifests the same weakness today. Has ]-~e the stability
of a sound mind? No.. and never had. And if he had good
sense arid judgment, he would not have spvken as he has
.... A man that will be once fooled by the Devil--a man
that has not sense to discern between steel grey mixed
and iron grey mixed, when one is dyed with logwood and
the other with indigo, may be deceiw_,d again.~S

After kds official acceptance by the Salt Lake Saints,
Marsh moved to Springville, Utah. Later he lived in
Spanish Fork, where he tat~ght history and geography.
His contact with Brigham Young remained minimal, but
on several occasions he wrote requesting that he be
provided with sundry items as shirts, summer pants, a
coat, and white flannel for his temple garments.20 In
1863 he moved to Ogden, Utah, where ~he lived for the
five remaining years of his life. He died at age 67.

Thomas B. Marsh’s grave in the Ogden City cemetery
was for many years marker{ by a weatherbeaten board
marked s~mply: "T. B. M." In later years a beaut:~ful
headstone was erected, befitting the man who, had he
not "fallen from grace," m~ght haw~ been the second
president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.
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